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January 2019 Growing to and for Christ! 

As you receive this newsletter it is sometime during the season of Christmas.  Shortly, we 

will celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, January 6, with worship as normal on Sunday 

morning.  I was recently listening to a radio program during which the commentator was 

trying to explain the meaning of Christmas.  It was a most remarkable program because it 

attempted to do so without once mentioning the name of Christ.  He, of course, did use 

the word “Christmas” but did seem oblivious to the first six letters of that word. 

According to that program the meaning of Christmas is “love,” of families getting 

together, of good times with others, and of celebrating good memories.  Now, it is true 

that all that may happen on Christmas, but that is not the meaning of Christmas.  If one wants to celebrate a secular 

festival on that day, then one may do so, but they ought to give it its own name with its own meaning.  If they 

want to infuse that festival with its own secular meaning, then they ought to do so, again without trying to redefine 

Christmas.  One cannot define Christmas without using the name of Christ.  One cannot even use the word 

“holiday” without wishing one a happy “holy” day, because that is what the word means. 

The meaning of Christmas is defined for us, actually proclaimed to us, by the angel who spoke to the shepherds 

on the hillside outside of Jerusalem. “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring to you good news of great joy which will 

come to all the people for to you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  The 

meaning of Christmas is that God Himself has come to us in the person of Jesus, born in a manger in Bethlehem, 

to be our Savior; the One who saves us from our sins and gives us new life with Him forever. Is love a part of 

that?  Oh, my yes!  But it is love of a very different nature than the way we most often think of love, especially 

as we think of love during this sentimental time of the year.  No!  This is love that is defined by the cradle and 

the cross.  This is love that caused God to take on human flesh and become a baby in the poverty of a manger in 

a stable.  This is love that leads directly from the cradle to the cross where God dies, having taken all our sin upon 

Himself.  This is not the sentimental love of good feelings and warm fuzzies.  This is love that is defined by giving 

one’s self for others, of literally dying for others.  It is more than interesting that the three days following 

Christmas are Lesser Festivals that help us understand the love of Christmas.  On December 26th we celebrate St. 

Stephen’s Day, a martyr in both will and deed.  On December 27th we celebrate St. John’s Day, a martyr in will, 

but not in deed.  And, on December 27th we celebrate Holy Innocents’ Day, martyrs in deed, but not in will.  

Christmas means giving one’s life for others.  That is love. 

As we move on to Epiphany through Lent and arrive at Easter, we of course, have love thoroughly defined for us.  

Christmas is meaningless without the cross.  Those who celebrate a secular bacchanalian festival really have no 

answer to Good Friday and Easter.  Love is finally fully defined by the cross of Good Friday and the resurrection 

of Jesus on Easter.  It is Good Friday and Easter that finally define Christmas.  Here we see the very Son of God 

take all the sin of the world for all time upon Himself, go to the cross, and die because of that sin.  This was not 

a sacrifice to appease an angry God.  This was an act driven by God’s love for you and for me, driven by a love 

so deep for us that He would not let our sin eternally separate us from Him.  So, the One who lay in the cradle in 

Bethlehem suffered that separation for us.  Seemingly, Good Friday was the victory of Satan.  But, not so!  The 

love of God for His Son was so great that God through Holy Spirit reached into hell and brought new forth His 

Son to new life.  Now, when God looks at us today, those who try to live a life without Him, He sees us through 

His Son, and for the sake of His Son, he loves us with the love of the cross and of Easter.  That is the meaning of 

Christmas. 

In Christ’s Name, 

Pastor David A. Aanonson  
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Outreach

Mission of Hope Meal 

The Mission of Hope Meal will be provided and 

served by the congregation on Thursday, January 

17. The main entrée will be determined at a later 

date. 

Please see the bulletin board to sign-up to help. All 

donations are needed by Wednesday, January 16. 

4th Sunday Offering 

In January, our designated fourth Sunday offering 

will be on January 27. The proceeds from this 

Sunday offering will be designated to the Souper 

Bowl of Caring. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is youth across the 

nation working to fight hunger and poverty in their 

own communities around the time of the Souper 

Bowl football game. “Using the energy of the 

Souper Bowl to mobilize youth in a united national 

effort to care for people in their local communities 

who are hungry and those in need.” HRLC raised 

money to benefit the Linn Community Food Bank. 

Adult News 

Women’s Bible Study 

Bible Study will meet at the church on Thursday,  

January 3, 9:30 a.m.  

The new Bible Study is entitled,  

Meetings with Jesus by Julie A 

Kanarr, pastor of Christ Lutheran 

Church, Belfair, Washington. 

Session #1 is entitled, Come and 

see: Seeking and finding faith. 

Theme verse: Those who drink of the water that I 

will give them will never be thirsty.  (John4:14a)  

All are welcome to join us!! (Copies are available 

in the WELCA notebook on the shelf under the 

women’s bulletin board.) Thank you Laura Fowler 

for leading!!! 

Craft Day 

The women will not meet for Craft 

Day in January. They are taking the 

month off to rest after the holidays. 

All are welcome to join in 

February!  

WIGS (Book Discussion Group) 

WIGs will meet on Thursday, January 10 at 9:30 

a.m. at the church. Jeri Hansen is 

the hostess.   

The book for the month is: 

Prayers for Sale by Sandra 

Dallas. 

All are welcome to join us! 

DUO (Do Unto Others) Day 

Quilt sewing will meet at the church on Tuesday, 

January 22 and again on Tuesday, January 29 at 

9:30 a.m. both days.  

We usually sew until about 1:30 p.m. Bring a lunch 

for the noon hour. Home sewing is always 

appreciated after the holidays, too!  

In December quilts were given to the Madge 

Phillips Center.  Thanks to all who help with this 

project. 

GRATEFUL GRANNIES 

Thank you from the Grateful Grannies and the 

Outreach Committee for another successful 

Christmas giving project. We had 70 gift tags on 

our Christmas tree. All were taken. Forty 

members of Holy Redeemer, including 11 

youth, gathered at Target after worship on 

December 2 to shop for their Grateful Grannies 

gifts. Thank you to Nicole Hubbell for 

encouraging youth participation. Target 

provided the shoppers with snacks & coffee. We 

collected over $600 for the grannies to use to 

purchase more gifts. Five HRLC members 

joined the Grateful Grannies on Monday, 

December 17, to wrap presents. 

We are especially grateful for this loving, caring 

and giving congregation.   

Thank you and Merry Christmas from the 

Outreach Committee. 

  Arlan, De, Loretta, Jan and Judy 
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Let’s Do Lunch 
The Fourth Thursday Out to Lunch Group 

will meet on January 24, 11:30 a.m. 

at Tommy’s on Edgewood Rd NW. 

Address questions to Jeri Hansen.  

Bring lunch place ideas for 2019! 

Please sign up on the bulletin board if you 

can, or just come and join us on the 24th! 

Hanging of the Greens Removal 

Please join us after worship on Sunday, 

December 30st as we remove the Christmas décor 

from the sanctuary to prepare for the feast of 

Epiphany. 

As with any of the responsibilities within the church 

it is important to remember that “many hands, make 

for light work”. 

The Worship and Music Committee thanks you in 

advance for the help! 

Senior Saints Fellowship & Potluck 

The Senior Saints will 

be having a 

potluck/game night on 

Sunday, January 13th 

from 4:00 to 8:00 pm.  

The potluck will begin 

at 4:00 and the games 

will begin after the 

meal. Please bring a 

dish to share, your own 

tableware and any games you would like to share. 

Drinks will be provided. All are invited! 

A signup sheet is on the bulletin board. If you have 

any questions, please contact Shari Singelstad or 

Judy Toy. 

Fellowship Line Dancing Jan. 14 

The Fellowship Committee continues to meet 

monthly for line dancing & fellowship at Wild 

Hogs. They are currently meeting in Walford the 

second Tuesday of each month.  

It is open to all – from children to adults and we 

will meet again on January 14. 

The fun starts at 5:00 p.m. and you can eat at Wild 

Hogs if you don’t want to cook at home. Stay as 

long as you want. 

Senior Saints Adult Coloring 

Beginning in January, the Senior Saints coloring 

will begin again on the third Wednesday of each 

month at Scooter’s. They will meet on January 16 

from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Annual Meeting  

The annual meeting for 

Holy Redeemer 

Lutheran Church will be 

held on Sunday, January 

20, at 11:45a.m. 

The meeting will be 

preceded by a potluck 

meal at 10:45 a.m. Bring a dish or side to share as 

well as your own table service. 

At the meeting, we will recap our past year and look 

ahead to the exciting things God has planned for our 

congregation in 2019. 

The council along with its new members, will 

hold an organizational meeting directly following 

the annual meeting. 

Endowment Committee Funds 

The Endowment Committee is now accepting 

applications to have the 2018 funds be 

distributed during 2019. 

If you have something you would like to see the 

funds used for, please complete an application 

that is pinned on the bulletin board. Please see 

Rollie Harder if you have any questions. 
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General and Building Fund Income Statement 

November 2018 Summary 

 Nov. 2018 
Year-to-Date 

2018 2017 

General 

Income 
$13,978 $144,530 $155,905 

General 

Expenses 
$10,056 $110,275 $152,083 

Building 

Income 
$4,412 $32,778   $36,209 

Building 

Expenses 
$3,406 $37,466  $37,466 

Income 
vs 
Expenses 

$4,928 $29,567      $2,564 

Total 

Budget 
$18,919 $208,109    $200,915 

Income 
vs. 
Budget 

($529) ($30,801)      ($8,802) 

For November, our General Fund income was 

$1,535 below budget. Through November, YTD 

General Fund Income was $26,113 below budget. 

Our November General Fund Expenses were $5,458 

below budget. Through November, YTD General 

Fund Expenses were $60,369 below budget. 

For November, our Building Addition Income was 

$1,006 over budget. Through November, YTD 

Building Addition Income was $4,688 below  

budget. 

$3,953 was moved from the General Fund to the 

Contingency Fund since our November income was 

higher than our expenses. 

Our Contingency Balance at the end of November 

was $53,943.07. 

Our Mortgage Loan balance at the end of November 

was $405,624.77. 

Food Bank Offering was $900. 

4th Sunday Offering for Grateful Grannies was 

$573. 

Holiday Fair proceeds of $3,257.39 were split 

evenly between a Mortgage Principal Only 

payment, Chains Interrupted, and Habitat for 

Humanity. 

 

Feeling the Warmth as 

                     Prayers are Answered 

Sometimes it takes more than a parka or a blanket to     

keep a person warm.  Sometimes it takes the 

presence of a caring Christian friend.   

Stephen Ministers share the warmth of God’s love 

with those who need it most: the grieving, the 

lonely, those struggling with a life crisis.  

Thank you for your prayer support as Stephen 

Ministry continues to become a real part of this 

congregation’s warm and compassionate caring of 

others in Christ’s name. In Faithfulness and Grace, 

God certainly continues to answer prayers.  

Here is one heart-warming answer to prayers for 

growth in this ministry! Two or three more people 

will begin weekly training sessions from January 

thru May. By early June they will join Ron Taylor, 

Nola Schroeder, Amber Strong, Jeff Hand, Sara 

Merkey, David Adams and Marti Marz as Holy 

Redeemer’s Stephen Ministry team.  

Your words of encouragement and your prayers will 

be a warm caring presence for these Stephen 

Ministers-in-training. 

You may want to pray with words something like 

this… 

   ‘Thank You Lord for your Faithfulness and Love!   

     Be with those in this year’s Stephen Ministry 

     training course.  Bless their time together with  

     clear learning and faithful spiritual growth. 

     Remind them that spiritual gifts are given to be  

     given away…given by the Holy Spirit in order 

     to be used in serving others and building up  

     Christ’s Body, the Church. Help them recognize  

     You as the source of the ministry they will be    

     doing, providing Christian care in Jesus’ Name.’ 

‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.’                                                                                                                               

 Philippians 4:6 
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Hymnals in Need of Help 

The Worship and Music committee has identified 

several hymnals in need of repair with broken 

spines. We are looking for anyone in the 

congregation that may have knowledge of or talent 

in hymnal repair to teach a few willing people to 

help with this.  

If you are able to assist with this please contact 

Connie Hansen at 319-551-5933 or at 

chansen29@yahoo.com.  We thank you for your 

help!! 

Church Safety & Energy Savings 

As the new year begins, we would like to remind 

everyone to help keep the church safe and the 

energy bills low. 

If you are the last to leave the building, please take 

a couple minutes to walk through the church to 

make sure all the lights are turned off, all fire doors 

are shut, and exterior doors are locked. 

These small steps will help keep the church safe and 

the energy bills low. 

Thank you! 

 

Church Family News 

If you have some news you want to share about 

your family, such as a wedding or a move, please 

contact the office with this information and ask that 

it be included in the next newsletter. 

 

Youth News 

Sunday School 

Sunday School is every other Sunday during 

January, from 10:30-11:30 a.m. It's for age 3-6th 

grade students.  

We also invite all youth between 7th-12th grade to 

join as a Sunday School helper. We look forward to 

having our older youth be role models for our 

younger youth. 

In January, we will have Sunday School on January 

13 and January 27. All youth are invited to the class 

or be a helper! 

Thank You! 

Thanks to all our youth (and adults) who helped to 

make the Christmas Program a huge success. We 

enjoyed hearing the Christmas story through the 

voices of our youth and shared in well-loved 

Christmas songs by the congregation. It filled our 

hearts. Following the service, we had an 

opportunity to fill our stomachs. Thanks to all those 

that brought cookies in for the exchange and for 

those that purchased cookies to raise money for our 

youth. We raised almost $350. What a gift. 

Youth Helping Community 

Thee HRLC youth had a great time shopping for 

Grateful Grannies on Dec 2nd. Target came alive 

with the HRLC youth shopping for Christmas items. 

The youth joined the congregation in helping to 

make the holidays a happy one for kids in the 

community.  

Following the shopping trip, 8 youth and 7 adults 

enjoyed going to see the Grinch movie together. 

What a fantastic way to kick off the holiday season 

and enjoy a fun afternoon together. 

Youth Activities Calendar 

Parents, there is a youth activity calendar located on 

the bulletin board in the Narthex.  

Please fill in the different activities your child is 

involved in. The hope is to have members come out 

to support the GREAT things our youth are 

involved in. 

 

 

mailto:chansen29@yahoo.com
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Events 

February 4: 6:00 pm Stephen Ministry 

 Supervision 

February 5: 9:00 am Staff Meeting 

 12:30 Card Players 

February 7:  6:30 pm Executive Mtg 

 7:00 pm Committee Mtgs 

February 10: 10:30-11:30 am Sunday School 

February 13: 12:30 pm Craft Day 

February 14: 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

February 18: 6:00 pm Stephen Ministry 

 Supervision 

February 19: 12:30 pm Card Players 

February 21: Mission of Hope Meal 

February 24: 10:30-11:30 am Sunday School 

March 6: Ash Wednesday 

 No Conf. Class 

 No Lenten Meal 

 7:00 p.m. Lenten Church Service 

March 10: 10:30-11:30 am Sunday School 

March 13: 5:30-6:30 pm Conf. Class 

 Lenten Meal 

 7:00 pm Lenten Church Service 

March 20: 5:30-6:30 pm Conf. Class 

 Lenten Meal 

 7:00 pm Lenten Church Service 

March 27: 12:30 pm Craft Day 

 5:30-6:30 pm Conf. Class 

 Lenten Meal 

 7:00 pm Lenten Church Service 

April 3: 5:30-6:30 pm Conf. Class 

 Lenten Meal 

 7:00 pm Lenten Church Service 

April 10: 12:30 pm Craft Day 

 5:30-6:30 pm Conf. Class 

 Lenten Meal 

 7:00 pm Lenten Church Service 

April 14: 9:00 am Palm Sunday Service 

April 17: 9:00-11:00 am Senior Saints 

 Coloring @ Scooter’s 

 No Confirmation Class 

April 18: 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday 

 Service 

April 19: 7:00 pm Good Friday Service 

April 21: Easter Sunday 

April 24: 12:30 pm Craft Day 

 5:30-6:30 pm Confirmation 

 Class 

 

Christmas Shopping with 
Grateful Grannies 
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Youth at Movies after 
Christmas Shopping 

 

 

Grateful Grannies 
Christmas Wrappers 

 

Youth Christmas Program 
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Parking Lot Tree Removal 
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Ministry of the Month 

Greeter Jan. 6 Jon Singelstad 

 Jan 13 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan. 20 Judy Toy 

 Jan. 27 Jan Overland 

Usher Jan. 6 Jean & Gordy Stelling 

 Jan 13 Jon Singelstad & Ron Hansen 

 Jan. 20 Kay & Greg Forest 

 Jan. 27 Marti & Mark Marz 

Com. Asst Jan. 6 Jeri Hansen 

 Jan 13 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan. 20 Jeri Hansen 

 Jan. 27 Shari Singelstad 

Com. 

Runner 

Jan. 6 Shari Singelstad 

Jan 13 Jeri Hansen 

 Jan. 20 Judy Toy 

 Jan. 27 Linda Singelstad 

Lay Reader Jan. 6 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan 13 Jeri Hansen 

 Jan. 20 David Adams 

 Jan. 27 Marti Marz 

Acolyte Jan. 6 Sarah Cones 

 Jan 13 Caden Holtey 

 Jan. 20 Keri Ketchum 

 Jan. 27 TBD 

Counters Jan. 6 2 Needed 

 Jan 13 Connie Hansen/Daphne Miller 

 Jan. 20 2 Needed 

 Jan. 27 2 Needed 

Com. Prep Jan. 6 Laura Fowler 

 Jan 13 Nicole Hubbell 

 Jan. 20 LaVonne Hunter 

 Jan. 27 Marti Marz 

Altar Care: Dick & Le Smith 

Visitor Calling Schedule: Jan Overland 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2019 at a Glance 

Jan. 1 (Tues) 
New Year’s Day – Office Closed 

No Card Players 

Jan. 3 (Thur) 

9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

6:30 pm Executive Council Mtg 

7:00 pm Committee Meetings 

Jan. 5 (Sat) 9:00 am-2:00 pm Steph. Min. Retreat 

Jan. 6 (Sun) 9:00 a.m. Worship 

Jan. 7 (Mon) 6-8:30 pm Steph. Min. Supervision 

Jan. 8 (Tues) 
9:00 am Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm Adult Faith Formation 

Jan. 9 (Wed) 5:30-6:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Jan. 10 (Thu) 
9:30 am WIGS 

7:00 pm Council Meeting 

Jan. 13 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship 

Food Bank Weekend 

10:30-11:30 am Sunday School 

4:00-8:00 pm Senior Saints Potluck 

& Game Night 

Jan. 14 (Mon) 5:00 pm Line Dancing @ Wild Hogs 

Jan. 15 (Tue) 
12:30 pm Card Players 

7:00 pm Adult Faith Formation 

Jan. 16 (Wed) 

5:30-6:30 pm Confirmation Class 

9:00-11:00 am Senior Saints Adult 

Coloring @ Scooter’s  

Jan. 17 (Thu) 
Happy Birthday Pr. Dave! 

11:30 am Mission of Hope Meal 

Jan. 20 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship 

10:45 am Potluck Meal 

11:45 pm Annual Meeting 

Jan. 21 (Mon) 
6-8:30 pm Steph. Min. Supervision 

Newsletter Deadline 

Jan. 22 (Tue) 
9:30-1:30 pm DUO Day 

7:00 pm Adult Faith Formation 

Jan. 23 (Wed) 5:30-6:30 pm Confirmation Class 

Jan. 24 (Thu) 
11:30 am Women’s Let’s Do Lunch 

@ Tommy’s on Edgewood Rd. 

Jan. 27 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship 

4th W/E Offering to Souper Bowl of 

Caring 

10:30-11:30 am Sunday School 

Coffee w/Council 

Jan. 29 (Tues) 
9:30-1:30 pm DUO Day 

7:00 pm Adult Faith Formation 

Jan. 30 (Wed) 5:30-6:30 pm Confirmation Class 
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Church Staff  

Pastor Dave Aanonson 
Interim Pastor 
319-396-8547 ext 11 
pastor@holyredeemer.church 

 
Diane Cowell 
Administrative Assistant 
(319) 396-8547 ext 10 
secretary@holyredeemer.church 

 
Jacqueline Murphy 
Director of Music Ministries 
(319) 396-8547 

 
Susan Adams 
Custodian 
(319) 396-8547 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – Noon 

 
Worship Services 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

Join us as we grow to and for Christ!!! 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be 

guided by the Spirit.   

Galatians 5:25 (NRSV) 
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