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January 2016 Growing to and for Christ! 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Happy New Year! I hope that you and your family had a terrific Christmas and that you 

are off to a great start to the 2016 year. What a year 2015 was! For some, we are glad to 

see 2015 over. For others, this past year was a mixed bag of blessings and low points. 

Regardless of where you find yourself, remind yourself that a new year means a new 

start. When I have those tough days in which nothing seems to go right, I always think, 

“Tomorrow is a new day.”  

As Christians, we remember and believe that God is with us. That means that God is 

with us in the good in the bad; in the ups and the downs; in the valleys and the mountains; in the light and the 

darkness.  

In Confirmation, we start out each class with what I call “Happys and Crappys.” It’s a fun way for the kids to 

talk about their week; however, the purpose behind doing this is much bigger. The true purpose is to get the kids 

to start looking for God’s presence in their lives.  

This past Advent and Christmas, I got to thinking, “Am I looking and listening for God’s activity in my life?” I 

came to the realization: No. Truthfully, I hadn’t been attentive to God’s presence. Like many of you, the months 

of November and December were insanely busy. Life became about lists, tasks and errands rather than about 

relationships, family and community. 

A new year means a new start. I pray we all start 2016 by first reflecting back on our year and trying to identify 

the many blessings of 2015. Then, I pray we move into being people who are more intentional in 2016 about 

looking and listening for God in our lives. 

Since becoming a pastor and parent, I have learned that life never slows down. When I finished school, I 

remember thinking I would have all this free time because I didn’t have homework anymore. Wrong! The truth 

is there will always be responsibilities and things to get done. There will always be “Happys and Crappys.” 

However, when we are attentive to God’s activity in our days, I believe we are better equipped to handle the 

storms. And it’s because we realize God is with us. When we realize God is not absent but is instead forever 

present in our lives, we can tackle whatever gets thrown on our path.  

“When the Wise Men heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they say the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.” –Matthew 2:9-10 

This month we celebrate Epiphany and the Wise Men visiting and praying to baby Jesus. I think the story of the 

3 Wise Men is a great example for us today. It’s the story of 3 people looking and listening for God. It’s the 

story of 3 people following Christ. It’s the story of 3 people who don’t just follow but also rejoice that they are 

a part of God’s activity.  

When you start looking and listening for God in your lives, don’t be surprised to find God calling you to some 

pretty incredible things. And I promise that when you do join in God’s work and activity, you, like the Wise 

Men, will be overwhelmed with joy.  

God bless you and all you do in the name of our newborn King, Jesus! 

All my love, 

Pat Fish  
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Outreach 

Compassion International 

The pictures below are of the eleven year old boy 

Conrad Vande Zandschulp sponsors in Guatemala 

through Compassion International.  

His name is Alex Choc Pop. The lady on the right 

is his mother and the others are his sisters.  

The pictures came with a letter from Alex. They 

are showing what they bought with a family gift I 

sent them through Compassion. One sign reads 

“thank you grandpa” and the other reads “thank 

you dearest Conrad”. 

 

 

Fourth Week Special Offerings 

The Fourth Sunday Offering on January 24 will 

be going to the Souper Bowl for Caring.  

The Fifth Sunday Offering on January 31 will be 

going to ELCA’s initiative for clean water 

throughout our world, which is called Walk for 

Water. 

Mission of Hope Meal 

The next Mission of Hope meal will be served by 

the congregation on Thursday, January 21. 

Chicken and rice soup will be served.  

Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex if you 

are able to provide food or help serve the meal. A 

reminder, we are now trying to provide food for 

200 people. 

Olivet Mission Christmas Families 

This year, we adopted five families from Olivet 

Mission. The Christmas tree in the Narthex was 

surrounded by presents for the families. 

A big thank you to all of you who donated gifts 

for the families.  

Thank you to all who came over to the church on 

December 16 to help sort the gifts and all the 

Holy Redeemer families that helped deliver the 

gifts before Christmas. 

 

Adult News 

Adult Forum 

Adult Forum will be held on January 17 and 

January 31.  

The discussion will center around Worldly 

Religions and Ecumenical Relationships. Join us 

as we explore the world’s great religions.  

WIGs (Book Discussion Group) 

WIG’s will meet on Thursday, January 14 at 

9:30 a.m. at the church. Jeri Hansen is the 

hostess. 

The book for January month is “A Quilt for 
Christmas” by Sandra Dallas. Come and join us, 

even if you haven’t read the book! 

Women’s News 

Bible Study will meet at the church on 

Thursday, January 7, 9:30 a.m.  

The new four-session Bible Study Christian 

Citizenship 101 begins with Session #1: 

Confidence in God’s Beginnings and Endings. 

(Copies are available in the WELCA notebook on 

the shelf under the women’s bulletin board.) 

[Thanks Laura Fowler for the shelf!]  

The theme verses are from Philippians1:1-26.  

You are welcome to join us!! 
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Let’s Do Lunch 

The Fourth Thursday Out to Lunch Group 

Thursday, January 28, 
11:30 a.m. 

Tommy’s on Edgewood Road NW 

Bring ideas of where to go  
for lunch in 2016. 

Thanks for signing up on the bulletin 
board if you plan to attend. 

DUO (Do Unto Others) Day 

Meet at the church 

Tuesday, January 26, 9:30 – 1:30. 

Thanks to all who help with this project.  Come, 

join the women for sewing day – you can cut 

squares or tie or iron fabric if you don’t wish to 

sew. 

Paint & Wine Event 

 

Please join us Sunday, January 31, from 3:00-

5:30 pm for an adult fellowship afternoon of 

painting. 

We will meet at Brush and Barrel (408 1st 

Ave, Coralville, IA 52241). You may register 

on-line at: www.brushandbarrel.com and/or 

sign-up on the bulletin board.  

Cost is $35 per person and includes instruction 

and all supplies. Please see the bulletin board 

for more information or contact Nicole Hubbell 

at 431-3264. 

Removing Christmas Decorations 

On Sunday, January 3, at 11:15 a.m. we invite you 

to help with the removal of the Christmas 

decoration.  

This will be done following the Listening Post 

regarding the 2016 budget. All are welcome to 

stay and help. 

Annual Meeting & Potluck Dinner 

On Sunday, January 24, we will be holding our 

annual meeting at 12:45 p.m. We will have a 

potluck dinner at 11:30 a.m. before the meeting. 

Adult Choir 

Adult Choir will take a break from practicing  

during most of January. It will start up again on 

January 31 at the normal practice time which is 

after worship. 

General and Building Fund Income 
Statement 

November 2015 Summary 

 

November 

2015 

Year-to-

Date 

November 

2014 

General 

Income 
$13,934 $141,091 $15,882  

General 

Expenses 
$13,001 $142,868 $12,233 

Building 

Income 
$4,046  $38,366  $3,191  

Building 

Expenses 
$3,406  $29,199  $3,735  

Income vs 

Expenses 
$1,573  $7,390  $3,105  

Total 

Budget 
$18,059  $198,643  $17,508  

Income vs. 

Budget 
($79) ($19,186) $1,565  

4
th

 Weekend Offering of $250 to Christmas 

Families. 

5
th

 Weekend Offering of $271 for Malaria 

Campaign. 

November 2014 and November 2015 were both 

5 Sunday months. 

January Listening Posts 

Please join us for two Listening Posts which will 

be held on Sunday, January 3 and January 10 at 

10:30 a.m.  

At these Listening Posts we will discuss the 2016 

budget. 

http://www.brushandbarrel.com/
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Youth News 

Children’s Christmas Program 

Thank you to all the adult leaders, parents & 

students who helped make this year's Christmas 

Program happen. We especially thank Linda 

Singelstad, Marilyn Mark, Shelly Davidson, Amy 

Renner, Connie Hansen & Lanny Eggers.  

The Christmas Program really helped get us all in 

the joyful spirit of Christmas. 

Cookie Walk 

Thanks to everyone who made this year's Cookie 

Walk a huge success. The Youth group raised 

over $300!  

Thanks to the members who donated baked 

goodies, brought in cookie tins, helped work the 

tables or purchased cookies. Hopefully you saved 

some of your treats for Christmas!  

Youth Activities Calendar 

Parents, there is a youth 

activity calendar located on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex.  

Fill in the activities your child is 

involved in.  

The hope is to have members come out to support 

the GREAT things are youth are involved in.  

Thank you! 

Youth Lock-In 

On Saturday, January 2, starting at 6:30 pm we 

will hold a Lock-In for the youth in the 

Fellowship Hall. Kindergarten – 8th grade are 

invited to this event.  

From 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., they will celebrate 

with dinner, games and crafts. From 8:00 p.m.-

8:30 p.m. we will have a New Year Celebration. 

The 5
th

 – 8
th

 graders are asked to spend the night. 

From 8:30 p.m. to 9:00 a.m., they will play 

games, eat snacks, and watch movies.  

Each Holy Redeemer youth is welcome to bring 

one friend. Each youth is asked to donate $5.00 

for the Sleep Out for the Homeless fund. It 

reminds the youth to be grateful for a warm place 

to hang with friends.  

Please see the bulletin board to sign-up for the 

event. Please contact Amy Renner or Nicole 

Hubbell if you had any questions regarding this 

event. 

Holy Moly Sunday School 

Our next Sunday School class will be January 

10. Hope to see all the children’s smiling faces.  

Holy Moly Sunday School is the second Sunday 

of each month.  

 

Events 

Save the Date 

January 2 – 6:30 p.m. Youth Lock-In 

January 3 – 10:30 a.m. Listening Post 

11:30 a.m. Removal of Christmas 

decorations 

January 10 – 10:30 a.m. Listening Post 

January 11 – 6:30 p.m. Young Life Meeting 

January 24 – Annual Meeting and Potluck Dinner 

  

Annual Committee Reports Due 

This is a reminder that the end of the year 

committee reports are due by January 7 so 

the annual report can be completed before the 

annual meeting. 
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Stewardship News 

Stewardship Committee Celebrates IT 

Each month the Stewardship Committee celebrates 

a specific ministry or committee at HRLC. The 

purpose is to show that your generous gifts allow us 

to achieve our mission of “growing to and for 

Christ.”  

Your giving each week enables our committees, 

staff and pastor to participate in God’s ministry. 

This month we are highlighting how the 

Technology Committee helps us participate in 

ministry.  

Technology Committee 
Sent in by: Matt Hubbell 

The technology committee is responsible for imple-

menting and overseeing technology in our congre-

gation and community to help us grow intellectually 

and spiritually. 

One growth strategy was enhancing the website to 

provide more communication internally to the con-

gregation and externally to the community. The 

website will offer new avenues for communication 

among people already dedicated to church but 

saddled with hectic schedules and multiple demands 

on their time. New functionality offered on the new 

website includes a calendar that can be synched on 

a mobile, newsletter, audio of sermons, and a blog. 

Vanco is Available 

Vanco is a system that allows you to have your 

offerings transferred from your bank account to the 

church’s account automatically.  

If you would like to sign up for Vanco, the paper 

work is on the table in the narthex under the TV. 

Give your completed paper work to a member of 

the stewardship committee or to Donna Madsen. 

They will see that you are signed up for this system. 

Thanks! 

 Stewardship Committee 

Follow-up from Celebration Sunday 

The Stewardship Committee thanks everyone who 

handed in their Time & Talent sheets and pledge 

cards. It’s not too late to hand those in. We are so 

grateful for such a giving and generous congre-

gation.  

We look forward to continuing to do God’s mission 

together in 2016 and beyond.  

The challenge still stands:  

If we receive 20% more Pledge Cards than 

last year, Pr. Fish has agreed to get a 

Gatorade bath. So, hand those cards in!! 

 

What a great year 2015 was! So many things to be 

proud of and so many things to look forward to 

building on in 2016!  

 

 

 

Blue Christmas Service 
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Hanging of the Greens 
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Children’s Christmas Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff at Holy Redeemer 

wish you a safe and Happy 

New Year!  

We have enjoyed working 

with you over the past year. 
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Ministry of the Month 
Greeter: Jan. 3 Tom Fruehling 

 Jan. 10 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan. 17 Daryl Julich 

 Jan. 24 Tom Fruehling 

 Jan. 31 Tom Fruehling 

Ushers: Jan. 3 Dick & Le Smith 

 Jan. 10 Gordy & Jean Stelling 

 Jan. 17 Phil Hansen & Jacob Hansen 

 Jan. 24 Jim Veglahn & Tom Fruehling 

 Jan. 31 Mark & Marti Marz 

Com. Asst: Jan. 3 Greg Forest 

 Jan. 10 Conrad V. 

 Jan. 17 Jeri Hansen 

 Jan. 24 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan. 31 Jodi Dufoe 

Com. Run: Jan. 3 Kay Forest 

 Jan. 10 Judy Toy 

 Jan. 17 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan. 24 Jeri Hansen 

 Jan. 31 Connie Hansen 

Lay Reader: Jan. 3 Tom Nutt 

 Jan. 10 Shari Singelstad 

 Jan. 17 Mike Kasper 

 Jan. 24 Georgia Fuoto 

 Jan. 31 Marti Marz 

Acolyte: Jan. 3 Allison Hubbell 

 Jan. 10 Keri Ketchum 

 Jan. 17 Jordan Renner 

 Jan. 24 Courtney Hubbell 

 Jan. 31 Sam Gilbert 

Counters: Jan. 3 Phil Hansen & John Quandt 

 Jan. 10 Judy Toy & Leslie Julich 

 Jan. 17 Tammy Hansen & Janice Klein 

 Jan. 24 Jim Veglahn & Susan Hand 

 Jan. 31 Linda Singelstad & Jodi Dufoe 

Com. Prep: Jan. 3 Dick & Le Smith 

 Jan. 10 Jean Stelling 

 Jan. 17 Laura Fowler 

 Jan. 24 Nicole Hubbell 

 Jan. 31 LaVonne Hunter 

Altar Care: Dick & Lee Smith 

Visitor Calling Schedule: Shari Singelstad 

 

 

 

January 2016 at a Glance 
Jan. 1 (Fri)  New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

Jan. 2 (Sat.) 6:30 p.m. Youth Lock-In  

Jan. 3 (Sun) 9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:30 a.m. Listening Post on budget 

11:30 a.m. Ed & Youth Committee Mtg.. 

Jan. 5 (Tues) 9:00 am Staff Meeting 

12:30 p.m. Card Players 

Jan. 6 (Wed) 3:50 p.m.-6:30 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Jan. 7 (Thur) 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Committee Meetings 

End of Year Committee Reports due 

Jan. 10 (Sun) 9:00 a.m. Worship  

10:30 a.m. Listening Post on budget 

10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Food Bank Weekend 

Jan. 11 (Mon) 6:30 p.m. Young Life Meeting 

Jan. 13 (Wed) 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Craft Day 

3:50 p.m.-6:30 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Jan. 14 (Thur) 9:30 a.m. WIG’s 

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Jan. 17 (Sun) 9:00 a.m. Worship  

10:30 a.m. Adult Forum 

Jan. 19 (Tue) 12:30 p.m. Card Players 

Jan. 20 (Wed) 3:50 p.m.-6:30 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

February Newsletter Deadline 

Jan. 21 (Thu) Mission of Hope Meal 

Jan. 24 (Sun) 9:00 a.m. Worship  

4
th
 Sunday Offering to Souper Bowl of 

Caring 

10:30 a.m. Adult Forum 

11:30 a.m. Potluck Dinner 

12:45 p.m. Annual Meeting 

Jan. 26 (Tue) 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. DUO Day 

Jan. 27 (Wed) 12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Craft Day 

3:50 p.m.-6:30 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

Jan. 28 (Thur) 11:30 a.m. Women’s Let’s Do Lunch at 

Tommy’s on Edgewood Rd. 

Jan. 31 (Sun) 9:00 a.m. Worship  

5
th
 Sunday Offering to Walk for Water 

10:15 a.m. Adult Choir 

10:30 a.m. Adult Forum 
 



 

 

Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church 

720 Edgewood Road NW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52405 
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Church Staff  

Pastor Pat Fish 
Pastor 
319-396-8547 ext 11 
prpatfish@holyredeemer.church 
 

Diane Cowell 
Administrative Assistant 
(319) 396-8547 ext 10 
secretary@holyredeemer.church 
 

Marilyn Mark 
Director of Music Ministries 
(319) 396-8547 
musicdirector@holyredeemer.church 
 

Jon Singelstad 
Custodian 
(319) 200-6841 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – Noon 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
Join us as we grow to and for Christ!!! 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be 

guided by the Spirit.   

Galatians 5:25 (NRSV) 
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