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www.holyredeemer.church 

September 2021 Growing to and for Christ! 

44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their 

possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as 

they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 

glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. Acts 2:44-

47b NRSV 

Dear Beloved Community of HRLC, 

The word “together” appears often throughout the chapters of Holy Scripture. It appears 

several times in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles as Luke describes the activity 

of the early followers of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit, “When the day of 

Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place (Acts 2:1).” As the Spirit moves 

among them and they begin to understand their new mission as a gathered people of faith, 

the early followers gathered their belongings and sold them in order to take care of those 

who were in need. They gathered together to break bread, pray and praise God as they were ministering to others less 

fortunate. Their generosity was a shining example of the grace of God’s love in action. As the new church – the ecclesia, 

called out ones – lived their faith in Jesus, others noticed their goodwill and joined them in their mission of sharing the 

good news! 

Day by day, even in the midst of the pandemic, we’ve been able to live out our calling and mission to share the good news 

through word and deed with our neighbors. Through our continuing partnership with the Mission of Hope, hungry people 

are fed and nourished. Through our fourth and fifth Sunday offerings, we’ve been able to help sustain other ministry 

groups in their efforts and, as we share our gifts with ELCA World Hunger and ELCA Disaster Response, we send 

resources to those who are struggling. 

September 12 is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday across the ELCA. It’s a day set aside to intentionally reach out through 

our hands to participate in God’s healing and loving work in our surrounding communities. This year, the Council has 

chosen to partner with a new organization, Together We Achieve, which 

was born out of a response to the horrible derecho of August 10, 2020. 

On that terrible day, a local realtor named Raymond Siddell sat in the 

darkness without power at his home and thought it might be a good idea 

to create a Facebook group so that folks would share ideas, ask for help 

and resources. That one idea grew exponentially into a physical location 

that began receiving donations of all kinds of needful things for those 

suffering after the destructive storm. Volunteers showed up to help 

organize and distribute supplies as well as journeying out into the 

community delivering supplies, helping to clear debris and make repairs. 

The membership on the page grew from several hundred to over 60,000. 

Over the last year, it became clear to Raymond that the Resource Center 

was essential for helping so many in our community. It moved to its 

present and final location, 1150 27th Avenue SW, and became a recognized non-profit entitled, Together We Achieve. 

https://www.togetherweachieve.org  

On Sunday, September 12, Raymond will be with us at 9:00 am for worship to share more about the amazing work of 

Together We Achieve and how we can partner with them as we tend to those who are still suffering and in need. Please see 

the details* on page 4 for the categories of supplies we’ll be gathering for the Center. 

As the early followers of Jesus discovered that they were stronger working together, once again we’ll come together for 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday to embody the loving, healing, saving grace of Jesus and do our part to live the Good 

News in word and deed.  

Blessings, grace and peace to you all, 

Pastor Jayne 
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Council Corner 

Holy Redeemer’s Council met on Thursday, August 

12. Here are a few highlights: 

Finances: During the month of July, we were short 

of our total budgeted income goal by $5,398. This 

included a general fund shortage of $6,217 and a 

building fund excess of $819. Monthly budgeted 

general fund income for 2021 is $15,591. Year to 

date we have a significant general fund deficit of 

$38,464 and an excess in building fund of $856. 

Committees: We are re-gathering the saints to 

serve on the Committees. Please be in prayer about 

the ministry and committee(s) in which you might 

be willing to serve. Standing Committees include: 

Fellowship, Finance, Memorial, Outreach, 

Resource, Stewardship, Youth & Education, and 

Worship & Music. 

In-Person Worship: In an update to council, the 

Reopening Task Force suggested we are not likely 

to remove in-person worship but returning to masks 

in worship is recommended. High transmission 

rates in Linn County and much of eastern Iowa have 

led to this decision. Monitoring of virus variants 

and status will continue. 

The next regularly scheduled Council meeting is 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 7:00 pm. 

SE Iowa Synod 

Presentation by Dr. Michael 
Osterholm on COVID-19 
The Northeastern Iowa Synod has invited those 

from the Southeastern Iowa Synod to participate in 

a Zoom presentation by Dr. Michael Osterholm, the 

director of the Center for Infectious Disease 

Research and Policy (CIDRAP) of the University of 

Minnesota. 

Dr. Osterholm is an active Lutheran layman; a 

native of Waukon, Iowa; and an alum and member 

of the Board of Regents of Luther College, 

Decorah, Iowa. He serves on the Covid-19 

Advisory Board and is a frequent guest on national 

news outlets regarding the pandemic. 

Dr. Osterholm will speak about COVID-19 and the 

variants, and share his thoughts for church leaders 

as we navigate the continuing situation in our 

congregations and communities. Due to the limited 

time frame, we do not anticipate an open question 

and answer time with him. 

This presentation will be held Wednesday, 

September 15 from 3:00 - 3:45 PM, via Zoom. To 

join the meeting, go to https://zoom.us/join and 

enter meeting ID: 830 9181 4617. When prompted 

for a passcode, enter: 144984. 

Anti-Racism Network Events 

September 28, 7:00 pm: Dr. Melvin Grimes 

We will host Rev. Dr. Melvin Grimes, pastor at 

Tabernacle Baptist Church, Moline, and executive 

director for Quad Cities Churches United who will 

speak about his work and ministry in the Quad 

Cities.  Register online 

November 11, 7:00 pm: Breaking Bread, 

Building Bridges 

Joshua V. Barr is an Emmy award-winning 

filmmaker showcasing efforts toward racial 

reconciliation in Des Moines, where he served as 

the Director for the Des Moines Civil and Human 

Rights Commission. He debuted the document 

Breaking Bread, Building Bridges where he and his 

team took 40 strangers and matched them together 

based on their differences to have dinners over the 

course of a few months. Register online 

Additional Synod Information 
For other information from our synod, visit 

https://seiasynod.org/. There you can find weekly 

newsletters (https://seiasynod.org/news-

events/news/), messages from Bishop Current, and 

other information about our synod. 

Congregation News 

Derecho Parking Lot Party Highlights 
The synergy and the mighty “can-do” attitude of the 

Gloria Dei-Holy Redeemer planning team worked 

well to pull off a “never-been-done-before” event to 

welcome neighbors and friends to our parking lot on 

Sunday afternoon, August 22nd. Kudos goes out to 

Council President Aaron Giese and Council 

Secretary Chris Beyer who teamed up with Gloria 

Dei’s Cathy Seipman and others plus both pastors to 

organize the party. We’re so grateful to all who 

donated supplies, assisted in the set up and clean up 

as well as helped with the activities and attended the 

https://zoom.us/join
https://track.robly.com/dc0463b4-3304-4944-85f7-a8c8fdd3ea5f81cfd654f3901ad7b8439f67fedaea1d
https://track.robly.com/dc0463b4-3304-4944-85f7-a8c8fdd3ea5f2c09fab6faec43b42270d84f5b9f40c7
https://seiasynod.org/
https://seiasynod.org/news-events/news/
https://seiasynod.org/news-events/news/


3 

event. A big shout out to Jeff Hand who created 

door hangers, signs, bookmarks and much more to 

help us advertise the party. Holy Redeemer had 

around thirty plus folks participate in one way or 

another! 

Our guess is that around one hundred guests from 

the community attended the Parking Lot Party. 

Guests came from near and far. Many learned about 

the event through the Facebook event posts which 

included Bishop Amy Current, our Southeastern 

Iowa Synod Bishop, and KCRG-TV 9’s Libbie 

Randall who came to highlight the event and record 

a video for the TV 9 news. 95-year old Vernon 

Christianson from the Cherry Hill neighborhood 

attended with his daughter, Sheryl and thanked both 

pastors for holding such a meaningful event. Bob 

Chittick and his 12-year old son Creslin along with 

Carmen Baker and her granddaughter, 3-year old 

Lily, from the Edgewood Forest Mobile Home Park 

neighborhood took time out from the ever-constant 

schedule of repairs to their derecho-damaged homes 

to attend. When interviewed by reporter Libbie 

Randall about his thoughts on the past year and the 

party event Creslin said with a big smile, “I never 

knew that people could be so nice!” 

Kids and grown-ups as well enjoyed the giant 

inflatable slide as well as decorating painted rocks, 

chalking the sidewalks, donning temporary tattoos 

and lawn games. The s’mores station was popular 

as well and folks lined up for delicious walking 

tacos and cool beverages. One of the best parts of 

the party was hearing people sharing stories and 

getting to know one another. Bishop Current heard 

stories of faith, perseverance and connection as she 

made her first on-site visit to Holy Redeemer. 

Libbie Randall said she had been covering many 

derecho anniversary events but this one piqued her 

interest because of the positive message and 

invitation to the entire community. 

In addition to folks from both of the congregations, 

our estimation is that most of the guests were not 

connected to either church. This may have been a 

“first” for many of them as they were welcomed 

with joy, enthusiasm and open arms. We hope to 

create more collaborative events in the future that 

bring congregation members, neighbors and friends 

together, all in the name of Jesus who loves us all. 

You can see pictures from the event on pages 6 and 

7. 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
Bible Study will meet at church 

on Thursday, September 2 at 9:30 

am. The new fall Bible Study is 

entitled: “The Gift of the Spirit” 

written by the Rev. Sara Olson-

Smith, associate pastor at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church, Davenport, 

Iowa. Session 1 is entitled “Spirit 

of God: Revealer and Resource.” The study will 

lead us on our own divine Wild Goose chase. We’ll 

track the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the Bible 

and our lives. Come join us! 

Copies are available in the WELCA notebook on 

the shelf under the women’s bulletin board. If you 

would like an email copy, please contact Jeff Hand, 

Administrative Assistant. 

WIGS (Book Discussion Group) 
WIGS will meet at the church on 

Thursday, September 9 at 9:30 am. 

The book for September is Sold on a 

Monday by Kristina McMorris. Come 

join us for a lively discussion. 

DUO (Do Unto Others) Day 
DUO will meet just once at the 

church this month: Tuesday, 

September 28 from 9:30 am – 1:30 

pm. Come help tie or pin quilts 

together. Bring your lunch and 

enjoy some fellowship! 

Adult Coloring 
Need to relieve some stress? Longing for some 

fellowship and a tasty beverage? Join the “Coloring 

Crew” at Scooters (Edgewood Road SW) on 

Wednesday, September 15 from 9:00 – 11:00 am. 

The group will meet regularly on the third 

Wednesday of each month. 

Bike & Hike Buddies at Cedar Lake 
Bring your bike (weather permitting*) and meet up 

at Cedar Lake with “The Buddies” on September 

12 at 5:00 pm. We’ll meet at the pavilion that’s on 

Shaver Road and H Avenue. If there’s no parking at 

the lot near the pavilion, park on the street. We’ll 

ride around the lake, take in the sights and then, if it 

works out, we’ll grab a snack at an outdoor 

restaurant. The bike trail around the lake is fairly 

flat, so it’s an easier ride for all. *If the weather is 

bad we’ll cancel and reschedule for another date in 

the future! 

https://www.kcrg.com/2021/08/23/local-churches-host-derecho-commemoration-highlight-positive-outcomes/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4PONo28Z&id=4BF1D8CED45F2FDDE95F7B99C08945DB44F16B4A&thid=OIP.4PONo28ZNDGisIuREDVHaQHaEJ&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.holycrossclarence.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2014%2f03%2fWomensBibleFlat-1024x573.jpg&exph=573&expw=1024&q=women%27s+bible+study+clipart&simid=608019741160180913&selectedIndex=57&cbir=sbi
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=TFu9HICn&id=6F55E1C7F50EDCA0811318C9C42ADDE9D2C90D8A&thid=OIP.TFu9HICnNTT-R5Bf4s7iUAHaFz&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fclipart-library.com%2fimages%2fkT8oojMnc.jpg&exph=1217&expw=1551&q=book+clip+art&simid=608006289350002417&selectedIndex=139
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=2TnWfE9B&id=781D1E6DE4BDD05134BDB5497B026F588932C597&thid=OIP.2TnWfE9BoCXbZ5SJvzsN8QHaHw&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fclipart-library.com%2fdata_images%2f66229.jpg&exph=358&expw=342&q=quilting+clipart&simid=608002677840547247&selectedIndex=24
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Outreach 

Mission of Hope 
Thanks everyone for the food donations, cooks, 

transporters, and servers – inlcuding Loretta 

Shannon, Marlyn Davidson, Judith Edwards, Jeri 

Hansen, Tom Fruehling, Dick Smith, Lee & Lanny 

Eggers, and Pastor Jayne – for the Mission of Hope 

Meal in August. We served 58 plates of Goulash, 

peaches, rolls, cookies and bars along with bottles 

of water and glasses of lemonade. 

Our next Mission of Hope meal is Thursday, 

September 16. A sign-up sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board and all are welcome. We have 

openings to donate food, prepare the food, transport 

the food, and serve/clean up. Thanks for your help. 

If you have any questions please contact Shari 

Singelstad at 319-286-9358. Shari will also monitor 

numbers with Mission of Hope in case we need to 

make adjustments. 

Linn Community Food Bank 
Our next Food Bank weekend (2nd Sunday of the 

month) is scheduled for September 12. We continue 

to thank you, as does Linn Community Food Bank, 

for your generous donations. 

4th Sunday Offering 
In September, our designated fourth Sunday 

offering is scheduled for September 26. The 

proceeds from this offering will go to Madge 

Phillips Center/Waypoint. 

MPC/Waypoint is dedicated to moving people 

forward through proactive services and resources 

including out Shelter and Housing Program, 

Domestic Violence Victim Services, and high 

quality, affordable child care in our local area. 

How to Give to Special Offerings 
To donate to Madge Phillips Center/Waypoint, Linn 

Community Food Bank, Mission of Hope, or other 

community partners, simply indicate on your 

offering envelope, the memo line of your check, or 

in a separate note. Counters will ensure it gets the 

proper designation and funds will be sent to the 

organizations. Thank you for your generous 

support. 

 

Together We Achieve 

As Pastor mentioned in her letter, we will be 

partnering with Together We Achieve (TWA) for 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. On Sunday, 

September 12, Raymond Siddell will join us to 

share more about this organization. 

One of the ways we can help TWA is through 

collecting and donating supplies to the organization. 

Following is a list of ongoing needs, grouped by 

category. 

Foods: Baked beans, black beans, buns, canned 

fruit, canned protein (chicken, tuna, turkey, 

salmon), canned and frozen vegetables, condiments, 

fresh produce (apples, bananas, celery, grapes, 

lettuce, mango, peppers, pineapple, onions, 

tomatoes, watermelon), frozen meat, granola bars, 

peanut butter, jelly, perishables (cheese, lunch meat, 

milk, yogurt, eggs), pork ‘n’ beans, pre-made 

salads, ramen, Spaghetti-Os, ravioli, chili, sliced 

bread, snack foods, and soup 

Personal Care: Baby wipes, contact solution, 

deodorant, first aid (cotton balls, pain relievers, 

cold/flu medicine), hair conditioner, diapers (sizes 

4-7), toilet paper, large toothpaste, and toothbrushes 

(children’s and adult’s) 

Household: Bleach, dish soap, glass cleaner, 

kitchen trash bags (13 gallon), laundry soap, paper 

towels, and pet supplies 

TWA cannot accept (or do not need) clothes and 

shoes, prescription medications, used bedding and 

blankets, toys and stuffed animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.waypointservices.org/what-we-do/housing-homeless-services
https://www.waypointservices.org/what-we-do/domestic-violence-victim-services
https://www.waypointservices.org/what-we-do/child-care
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LSI 

Direct Support Professionals Week 
 Do you know someone who is 

a caregiver to a loved one? It is 

a role that is both demanding 

and meaningful. During 

September’s National Direct Support Professionals 

Week, we celebrate all the ways in which 

professional caregivers help children and adults 

achieve their goals and build meaningful lives. 

One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our 

Services for People with Disabilities. From 24-hour 

support to occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts 

up Iowans with disabilities as they find the 

confidence and independence they need to thrive in 

their communities. Through our innovative Host 

Homes program, caregivers can also become 

mentors to individuals with disabilities, welcoming 

them into their private family home where they can 

receive more one-on-one care and encouragement. 

It has been a challenging year for parents of 

children with disabilities, and there are lots of Iowa 

families who deserve support right now. You can 

help by joining the LSI team as a short-term respite 

care provider for Iowa kids. Visit 

LSIowa.org/respite to learn more, and if you would 

like to learn more about how you can support 

crucial programming like LSI’s Services for People 

with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI 

director of philanthropy and church relations, at 

563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Learn more at LSIowa.org and 

Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

Where are They Now: Amanda and Mavis 

Amanda has lived with her Host Homes mentor, 

Mavis, for three years and continues to gain more 

independence through the program. When Amanda 

first entered Host Homes, she required multiple 

psychiatric hospital visits throughout the year. She 

had been living in a busy home with roommates, 

and she needed a new environment to thrive. 

When she moved in with Mavis, the two worked 

together to build important life skills for Amanda 

and find ways for her to cultivate her creative mind. 

Amanda loves listening to Elvis music, sewing, and 

ceramics, so Mavis helped Amanda enroll in art 

classes. When she was no longer able to attend 

during the pandemic, Mavis ensured she had space 

at home to continue creating art. Amanda recently 

finished a major ceramics project: a replica of Elvis 

she has been working on for three years. 

Amanda continues to work on her goals, including 

personal hygiene, exercise, medication 

management, and cooking. Throughout the 

pandemic, Mavis and Amanda spent lots of time in 

the kitchen, and Amanda is now able to cook 

independently. She loves trying new dishes, and her 

favorite foods are pasta recipes. And instead of 

several emergency calls and hospital visits each 

year, Amanda has not needed mental health 

hospitalization in more than a year and a half. 

“I think I’m doing really well, I’ve been doing lots 

of things,” Amanda says. “I want to do even more 

amazing things too. I really like it here.” 

Ministry of the Month 

Greeter(s) Sept 5 LaVonne Hunter 

 Sept 12 Lee Eggers 

 Sept 19 Loretta Shannon 

 Sept 26 1 (or 2) needed 

Asst. Minister Sept 5 Tracy Kisling 

 Sept 12 Tracy Kisling 

 Sept 19 Tracy Kisling 

 Sept 26 Tracy Kisling 

Lay Reader Sept 5 Jeri Hansen 

 Sept 12 Loretta Shannon 

 Sept 19 Jeri Hansen 

 Sept 26 Loretta Shannon 

Communion Sept 5 Jeri Hansen 

Assistant/Runner Sept 12 1 (or 2) needed 

 Sept 19 1 (or 2) needed 

 Sept 26 1 (or 2) needed 

Ushers Sept 5 1 (or 2) needed 

 Sept 12 1 (or 2) needed 

 Sept 19 1 (or 2) needed 

 Sept 26 1 (or 2) needed 

Counters Sept 5 2 needed 

 Sept 12 L. Eggers/1 needed 

 Sept 19 2 needed 

 Sept 26 2 needed 

Altar Care: Dianne Torrey & Joyce Black 

Visitor Calling Schedule: TBD 

Sign-up sheets are available on the table below the 

monitor in the narthex. 

 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
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Derecho Parking Lot Party Photos 
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Future Events 

(All Events Tentative and Subject to Change) 

September 2021 

Looking ahead to September: 
We are re-gathering the saints to serve on 
Committees. Please be in prayer about the 
ministry and committee(s) in which you might 
like to serve: 
- Fellowship    - Finance 
- Memorial     - Outreach 
- Resources    - Stewardship 
- Worship & Music    - Youth & Education 

Sept 2 (Thu) 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 12:00 pm Staff meeting 

 6:30 pm Executive Committee 

 7:00 pm Committee Meetings 

Sept 4 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Sept 5 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

Sept 6 (Mon) Labor Day – Office Closed 

Sept 7 (Tue) 12:30 pm Card Players 

Sept 9 (Thu) 9:30 am Book Group 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

Sept 11 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Sept 12 (Sun) God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 

 9:00 am Worship 

 Food Bank Weekend 

 5:00 pm Bike & Hike Buddies (TBD) 

Sept 15 (Wed) 9:00 am Adult Coloring @ Scooters 

Sept 16 (Thu) Mission of Hope Meal 

 7:00 pm Tech Task Force 

Sept 18 (Sat) 9:30 am HOPEWalk at Cherry Hill 

 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Sept 19 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

Sept 20 (Mon) Newsletter Deadline 

Sept 21 (Tue) 12:30 pm Card Players 

Sept 23 (Thu) 11:30 am Let’s Do Lunch 

Let’s Do Lunch 
Thursday, September 23 – 11:30 am 

Starlight Room  

Please sign up at church or RSVP to  

Shari Singelstad – (319) 432-2118 

Sept 25 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Sept 26 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

 4th W/E offering – Madge Phillips 

  Center/Waypoint 

 Coffee with Council 

Sept 28 (Tue) 9:30 am DUO Day 

October 2021 
Oct 2 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Oct 3 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

Oct 5 (Tue) 12:30 pm Card Players 

Oct 7 (Thu) 9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 

 12:00 pm Staff meeting 

 6:30 pm Executive Committee 

 7:00 pm Committee Meetings 

Oct 9 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Oct 10 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

 Food Bank Weekend 

 5:00 pm Bike & Hike Buddies (TBD) 

Oct 14 (Thu) 9:30 am Book Group 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

Oct 16 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Oct 17 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

Oct 19 (Tue) 12:30 pm Card Players 

Oct 20 (Wed) Newsletter Deadline 

 9:00 am Adult Coloring @ Scooters 

Oct 21 (Thu) Mission of Hope Meal 

 7:00 pm Tech Task Force 

Oct 23 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Oct 24 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

 4th W/E offering – Willis Dady 

  Homeless Services 

 Coffee with Council 

Oct 26 (Tue) 9:30 am DUO Day 

Oct 28 (Thu) 11:30 am Let’s Do Lunch @ 

  Chrome Horse 

Oct 30 (Sat) 4:30 pm Worship rehearsal 

Oct 31 (Sun) Reformation Sunday 

 9:00 am Worship 

 5th W/E offering – ELCA God’s Global 

  Barnyard 
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Church Staff  

Pastor Jayne Thompson 
Pastor 
319-396-8547 ext 11 
pastor@holyredeemer.church 

 
Jeff Hand 
Administrative Assistant 
(319) 396-8547 ext 10 
secretary@holyredeemer.church 

 
Jacqueline Murphy 
Director of Music Ministries 
(319) 396-8547 

 
Beth Fowler 
Custodian (Temporary) 
(319) 396-8547 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

(In Person and FB Live) 
 

 

 

Join us as we grow to and for Christ!!! 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also 

be guided by the Spirit.   

Galatians 5:25 (NRSV) 
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