
Order of Worship 
Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

FB Live streaming worship from Pastor Jayne and Jack’s home 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW – red book) 

Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 12 April 2020 (9:00 am) 

Welcome and announcements 

In this time of world-wide crisis, congregations throughout this church are not able to gather for 

worship as the body of Christ. While we cannot be together in person, we can hear the word of 

God and hold each other in prayer. … 

Easter Greeting 

 P  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/events/530037557656530/
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Opening Hymn:  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (ELW 365) 

 

Prayer for the Day 

 P  God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become 

the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help 

us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 C  Amen. 
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Word 

 L  Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of 

the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 

resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

The first reading is from the 10th chapter of Acts, verses 34 – 43. 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 

on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 L  The Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 L  This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Psalm 118, verses 1-2 and 14-24, will be spoken alternately. 

1Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good; 

 God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
2Let Israel | now declare, 

 “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 
14The Lord is my strength | and my song, 

 and has become | my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

 “The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the Lord| is exalted! 

 The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not | die, but live, 

 and declare the works | of the Lord. 
18The Lord indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

 but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

 I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord. 
20“This is the gate | of the Lord; 

 here the righ- | teous may enter.” 
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21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

 and you have become | my salvation. 
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

 has become the chief | cornerstone. 
23By the Lord has | this been done; 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | Lord has made; 

 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 

 L  Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes 

the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 

The second reading is from the 3rd chapter of Colossians, verses 1 – 4. 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for 

you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 L  The Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 P  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 P  John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, 

disciples race back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears. 

Gospel: John 20:1-18 

 P  The holy gospel according to John.  

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out 

and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 

did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
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11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 

12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 

and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 

“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 

to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 

him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 

yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 P  The Gospel of the Lord! 

 C  Praise to you, O Christ! 

Homily 
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Hymn of the Day:  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” (ELW 389) 

 

Affirmation of Faith, from the United Church of Canada, 1968 

 C  We are not alone, 

    we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

       the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 
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We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

    Thanks be to God. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Jack Dear members of God’s family: on this Easter Day marked by both sorrow and joy, our 

prayers for the church, the world, and all in need include both heartfelt lament and fervent praise. 

The response to each prayer of mercy will be, “Your mercy endures forever” and the response to 

each acclamation of praise will be, “Alleluia! Thanks be to God.” 

A brief silence. 

Jack God our Sanctuary, we lament that we cannot gather today for public worship, that death 

stalks the church, and that our sorrows and fears blunt our songs of Alleluia. . . 

A brief silence.  

Show the church your mercy:  

 C  Your mercy endures forever. 

Jack And yet around the globe we praise you for the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave, 

for our baptismal washing in his life, for your presence come to us in the word, and for the hope 

the gospel brings. . . 

A brief silence. 

We praise you for the church:  

 C  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

Jack God our Creator, we lament that our lifestyles have harmed your creation and that our efforts 

to repair your earth are now postponed. . . 

A brief silence. 

Show the earth your mercy:  

 C  Your mercy endures forever. 

Jack And yet we praise you for the beauty of the natural world, for springtime flowers and 

budding trees, for the soil and rain that nourish the crops. . . 
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A brief silence. 

We praise you for the earth:  

 C  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

Jack God our Governor, we lament that war and violence still rage, that countless people suffer 

injustice, that the plight of refugees seems beyond solution, that appropriate governmental action is 

delayed and inadequate. . . 

A brief silence. 

Show the world your mercy:  

 C  Your mercy endures forever. 

Jack And yet we praise you that there is peace on our streets, that some elected officials and many 

aid agencies are devoting themselves to save the people and to share our food, and that we are 

given connection to friends and family through technology. . . 

A brief silence. 

We praise you for community:  

 C  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

Jack God our Physician, we lament all who suffer, those we name here before you (especially… 

Max, Susan, Gary, Rhonda Lee, Deanna, Pat, Rachel, Diane, Lee, Joshua, Sarah, Connie, 

Marsha, Robert, Joy, Mark, Rex, Bobbie and Jon.) but especially we lament the coronavirus 

and its incalculable suffering, the many thousands sick, the fear instilled, the loss of employment, 

the cancelation of plans, the overflow in hospitals, the scarcity of supplies, the exhaustion of 

medical staff. . . 

A brief silence. 

Show all the needy your mercy:  

 C  Your mercy endures forever. 

Jack And yet we praise you for health and well-being wherever it thrives, for the dedication of 

medical workers, for the goodwill of volunteers, for the generosity of benefactors, and for the 

comfort we receive from the power of the resurrection. . . 

A brief silence. 

We praise you for healing:  

 C  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

Jack God, our Everlasting Arms, mother us in our heartache and distress, receive now our 

personal laments, and help each of us to praise your name. 

A brief silence. 

We praise you for hearing my prayers:  

 C  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
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Jack God our Life Eternal, we lament the thousands dead and the sadness of all who mourn, and 

we remember before you all who have died in the faith. . . 

A brief silence. 

Show to all humanity your mercy:  

 C  Your mercy endures forever. 

Jack And yet here we join in our Alleluias, and we praise you on this Easter Day for your promise 

of an endless banquet of joyous life in your presence, when disease and sorrow will be no more. 

A brief silence. 

In life and death we praise you:  

 C  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

 P  God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are Source of life, Word of salvation, and Power of 

mercy, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your compassionate might, 

for the sake of him who lived, died, and rose for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C  Amen. 

Then conclude with these prayers. 

 P  Let us pray, 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

 P  Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light 

into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O 

God, 

 C  we give you thanks and praise. 

 P  By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For 

your Word of life, O God, 

 C  we give you thanks and praise. 

 P  Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word 

of life, O God, 

 C  we give you thanks and praise. 

 P  Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

 C  Amen. 
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 C  Our Father, who art heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

          on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

     and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever.  Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

 P  Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 make you complete in everything 

good so that you may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 C  Amen. 

 P  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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Sending Hymn:  “Thine Is the Glory” (ELW 376) 

 

Dismissal 

 P  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Alleluia! 

 C  Thanks be to God. 
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