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PARISH PARCHMENT 

www.holyredeemer.church 

August 2020 Growing to and for Christ! 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ Matthew 11:28-30 

Dear Beloved Community of HRLC, 

In my July report to the Council, I wrote: “The end of the Gospel reading for Sunday, 

July 5th, carries the familiar invitation to the weary from Jesus to come to him and 

rest. These words echo Psalm 23 in their familiarity and their sense of comfort and 

balm to souls worn out by the trials and tribulations of this life. Rest sounds so good to 

those who are exhausted. Certainly, we find ourselves in times such as these. The 

global health crisis with the pandemic, the economic uncertainty and job insecurity for so many as well as the 

ongoing medical challenges and day to day chores in living in the pandemic so bring a certain sense of burden 

to folks. So, we bring our burdens to Jesus and rest in his grace. So also, we read that Jesus doesn’t take away 

all of our burdens, but rather invites us to take his yoke and share his grace-filled way of forgiveness and new 

life with him. To take his yoke upon oneself is to be yoked to the one in whom God's kingdom of justice, 

mercy, and compassion is breaking into this world, and to find the rest for which the weary soul longs.” 

We are all certainly still longing for that comfort and rest in the midst of the pandemic that now seems to be a 

constant, ever-present part of our everyday lives. We are particularly mindful of the closeness of COVID-19 

when family members, co-workers or other friends test positive with the virus. This certainly hit close to home 

for us when our dear friends, Ron and Jeri, tested positive for coronavirus and needed stay home. Thankfully, 

they seem to be doing fairly well and we pray that the healing continues. 

“So, we bring our burdens to Jesus and rest in his grace.” 

Our HRLC Task Force for Re-gathering has been prayerfully and diligently doing its work, studying the data 

and the case numbers in Linn County and the surrounding areas (please see the report beginning on page 2). We 

had hoped that there might be a way for us to more safely gather. As a few congregations have tried to have in-

person worship, it has become clear to them, with all the necessary restrictions and protocols, that it wasn’t as 

beautiful as they had hoped it would be. Some of those congregations ceased having in-person services because 

the numbers dwindled to zero. Now, as your Task Force has reviewed the recent surge of cases and 

hospitalizations, we have soberly determined that we will need to continue the online, live streaming worship 

from our sanctuary for the time being. There is a bright spot of good news however! We will begin offering 

drive-up communion in front of the church on some Sundays once we are able to put all the components of 

offering the sacrament to others in place. For those who are unable to drive or aren’t able to leave home, we will 

send Eucharistic ministers to you with communion. We believe that this can be done safely. This will provide 

another step forward in knitting our community together with the body and blood of Jesus. 

“So, we bring our burdens to Jesus and rest in his grace.” 

I’m mindful as well of the burdens that families with school-aged and college-bound children face. As I read the 

guidelines from various school districts and places of higher education, I’m struck by the important level of 

detail and planning that is required in trying to keep learners, educators and all the support staff safer as we try 

to edge forward in education. Please know that my heartfelt prayers are with you as you make decisions about 

your young person’s education and safety. 

“So, we bring our burdens to Jesus and rest in his grace.” 

May you find rest, comfort and healing in Jesus who calls us to walk with him in grace and peace, 

Pastor Jayne Thompson 
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An update on Jacob Vance from Pastor Jayne and her family: 

Thank you to all who continue to keep our nephew, Jacob Vance, in your prayers. Since I returned from 

Sacramento on July 8th, Jacob has made slow but good progress. On July 6th, he had another skin burn graft 

surgery. His orthopedic surgeons cleared him to stand and to walk with assistance. That progress was slowed 

down due to nausea. My sister reports that there have been many wonderful cards sent by our HRLC family. 

Those cards and notes have brought good cheer and brightness in Jacob’s day. Thanks for your caring cards! If 

you still want to send him a “beach card,” or any type of card, you could mail that to: Jacob Vance, c/o Carol 

Vance, 2320 33rd Street, Sacramento, CA, 95817. We are so grateful for your caring support for Jacob. 

HOLY REDEEMER REOPENING TASK FORCE REPORT 

July 30, 2020 

The Holy Redeemer Reopening Task Force (Pastor Jayne, Mark Marz, Lanny Eggers, and Brett Nitzschke) met 

on June 19 and 23 and July 14 and 28. During those meetings, the Task Force reviewed options for church 

reopening and resumption of in person worship guidance from Governor Reynolds’ Proclamations of Disaster 

Emergency, the Iowa Department of Public Health, the Linn County Department of Public Health, and current 

relevant coronavirus data from the Linn County Department of Public Health. 

As a result, the Task Force recommended the following measures be part of any modified reopening of in 

person worship services: 

• Required wearing of masks/face coverings. 

• Conducting forehead temperature scans prior to entering the building. 

• Maintaining six feet of physical distancing between persons at all times. 

• Avoiding practices such as congregational singing and congregational responsive speaking during 

the service. 

• Sharing the peace without physical contact. 

• Not offering communion. 

In addition, the Task Force developed a congregational survey which was provided to the members in early 

July. HRLC received 31 responses to the survey which, based upon average attendance prior to the pandemic, 

represented a good number of responses. The responses indicated a pretty even split regarding whether the 

congregation was likely to attend a modified reopening of in person worship (13-Yes, 11-No, 7-Undecided). 

The survey also asked the congregation if they were interested in attending a Wednesday service, if offered, in 

addition to a Sunday service. The responses indicated that a majority were likely to not (2-Yes, 17-No, 12-

Undecided). The survey also asked whether the congregation was participating in HRLC’s online/virtual 

services. The responses indicated a majority were participating in the online/virtual services (23-Yes, 8-No). 

There also were several responses that specifically indicated that communion was something important that they 

would like to be part of any plans going forward. 

Although the Task Force had initially considered a possible return to modified in person worship in late July or 

early August, due to the fact that recent data from Linn County Department of Public Health indicates a steady 

upward trend in coronavirus cases in Linn County which is not consistent with reopening for modified in person 

worship, the Task Force’s recommendation is to postpone the return to modified in person worship until there is 

a more favorable downward trend in coronavirus cases in Linn County. The Task Force will continue to monitor 

data from Linn County along with guidance from state and local public health experts and provide updates, as 

necessary. 

In the meantime, in order to continue to provide a meaningful worship experience in these very challenging 

times, the Task Force recommends HRLC upgrade its internet access to improve the quality and reliability of its 

virtual/online worship services (from 20MB download/2Mb upload to 100 Mb download/10Mb upload speed 

for $30 more a month). Due to the responses to the congregational survey expressing a desire for the resumption 
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of communion, the Task Force also recommends the purchase of wafer and juice communion sets so 

communion can be offered to the congregation for pick up at HRLC after virtual/online worship and delivered 

to the homes of individuals who are unable to come to HRLC to pick up communion. It is anticipated that this 

initially would be offered on a monthly basis beginning in mid to late August. 

We thank all of our HRLC members who continue to support and pray for our ministry together during this 

challenging time of the unprecedented global pandemic. We are confident that, with God’s ever-present and 

enduring love in Christ Jesus, we will get through this together. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Task Force. 

Respectfully submitted by Brett Nitzschke 

 

Council Corner 

Holy Redeemer’s Council met via Zoom conference 

call on Thursday, 9 July at 7:00 p.m. 

Suspension: The suspension of church activities 

continues. Please refer to the Task Force report 

above for further details. 

The task force will continue to do its work and 

provide best practice recommendations. Council 

will continue to evaluate at their regularly 

scheduled meetings, the next of which is 13 August 

2020 (also via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.). 

Finances: During the month of June, we were short 

of our total budgeted income goal by $2,206. We 

exceeded the building fund goal by $948, but fell 

short of general fund goal by $3,154. Total giving 

through June has been slightly higher than last year 

and total expenses have remained below budget. 

Office Remains Closed 

With the continued 

suspension of in-building 

activities, the church 

office remains officially 

closed. You can reach Pastor by email 

(pastor@holyredeemer.church), text or cell phone: 

320-492-6377. She will get back to you as soon as 

she is able! Admin Assistant, Jeff Hand can also be 

reached by email (secretary@holyredeemer.church), 

text or cell phone: 319-899-7688. Jeff continues to 

stop at church daily to process mail, check voice 

mail, and handle the limited tasks that cannot be 

done from home. If you need to stop by the church, 

please contact Jeff to make arrangements.

 

SE Iowa Synod 

Synod Online Assembly 

On July 18, 2020 the Southeastern Iowa Synod 

Council approved the plan to move the 2020 synod 

assembly to a format that is entirely online. This 

meeting of the synod in assembly will be convened 

at 4:00 pm August 5, 2020 and again at 9:30 am 

August 7, 2020. The production of this assembly 

will be based at Lutheran Church of Hope in West 

Des Moines, Iowa. Holy Redeemer will be 

represented by Pastor Jayne, Jack Hayes, and 

Allison Hubbell. 

Synod Council Releases Statement 

Adopted July 18, 2020 

In response to the social unrest ignited by the killing 

of George Floyd on May 25, 2020, and the 

subsequent cries for racial justice in our nation, and 

in acknowledgement of the systematic racism that 

infects our nation, and this church, the Synod 

Council of the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

• Condemns the killing of George Floyd, and 

all acts of injustice against Black, 

Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC); 

• Identifies racism as a sin both against God 

and against our neighbors; the1993 ELCA 

social statement Freed in Christ: Race, 

Ethnicity, and Culture, which confessed the 

sin of racism, defined as “a mix of power, 

privilege, and prejudice—is sin, a violation 

of God’s intention for humanity. The 

resulting racial, ethnic, or cultural barriers 

deny the truth that all people are God’s 

creatures and, therefore, persons of dignity. 

mailto:pastor@holyredeemer.church
mailto:secretary@holyredeemer.church
http://tryonfarm.org/share/node/748
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Racism fractures and fragments both church 

and society.” 

• Confesses our own participation in systems 

and structures that perpetuate racial 

injustice, both by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone, and we ask for 

God’s forgiveness; for “our historical 

complicity in slavery and its enduring legacy 

of racism in the United States and globally. 

We lament the white church’s failure to 

work for the abolition of slavery and the 

perpetuation of racism in this church. We 

confess, repent and repudiate the times when 

this church has been silent in the face of 

racial injustice.” 

• Supports law enforcement reform that holds 

accountable officials and agencies that 

continue to perpetrate unjust and violent acts 

against BIPOC and against others who are, 

by virtue of their low economic standing, 

particularly vulnerable; 

• Denounces systemic bias in this country’s 

judicial system, including delayed arrests 

and indictments in civil rights cases, 

especially cases of police brutality; 

• Encourages reform of the systematic racial 

and socio-economic disparities the judicial 

system, including the cash bail system, the 

right to legal defense, and sentencing laws, 

and the mass incarceration of BIPOC; 

• Calls on all congregations and ministry 

partners of this synod to seek positive ways 

to work toward racial justice in our church, 

in our communities, and in our nation, when 

possible, engaging with persons and 

agencies in our communities already 

engaged in the work of racial justice; 

• Commits to seek intentional opportunities to 

listen deeply to BIPOC in and across our 

synod, learning from one another how to be 

advocates for change and agents of 

reconciliation in the name of Jesus Christ; 

• Commits to the work of advocacy, calling 

upon leaders in local, state, and federal 

government to support legislation and 

executive actions that has the potential of 

effecting real and lasting change toward 

justice for all of God’s people; 

• Commits to engaging and strengthening the 

Southeastern Iowa Synod Anti-Racism 

Network, while seeking to cultivate 

additional means by which we will be held 

accountable in living out the commitments 

of this statement. 

The full statement, including source citations can be 

viewed at https://preview.tinyurl.com/yxwawgg6. 

Additional links to the ELCA Anti-Racism Pledge 

and other racial justice resources: 

https://www.elca.org/racialjusticepledge 

https://www.elca.org/Resources/Racial-Justice 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-

Church/Racial-Justice-Ministries 

Additional Synod Information 

For more information from our synod, visit 

https://seiasynod.org/. There you can find weekly 

newsletters (https://seiasynod.org/news-

events/news/), messages from Bishop Burk, and a 

number of resources related to COVID-19 

(https://seiasynod.org/covid-19/). 

Outreach 

July Mission of Hope 

Thanks to Marc and Lora Van Buren for their help 

with the July meal. Marc provided the to-go boxes 

and the applesauce. Our thanks to DeAnna, Shari 

and Judy for making the sandwiches and packaging 

the meals. The meals included a ham or turkey 

hoagie, chips, applesauce, and cookies. We 

made100 meals plus some extra sandwiches. 

Thanks to Ron and Lanny for delivering the meals. 

There are no immediate plans to reopen the dining 

room at Mission of Hope. 

Your support of Mission of Hope is greatly 

appreciated. 

Our next scheduled Mission meal is set for 

Thursday, July 18. 

The Outreach Committee: Arlan, De, Loretta, 

Nicole, Jan and Judy 

https://preview.tinyurl.com/yxwawgg6
https://www.elca.org/racialjusticepledge
https://www.elca.org/Resources/Racial-Justice
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Racial-Justice-Ministries
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/Racial-Justice-Ministries
https://seiasynod.org/
https://seiasynod.org/news-events/news/
https://seiasynod.org/news-events/news/
https://seiasynod.org/covid-19/
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4th Sunday Offering 

In August, our designated fourth Sunday offering is 

scheduled for August 23. The proceeds from this 

offering will go to Take Away Hunger. 

“Take Away Hunger is a food relief organization 

that unifies teams of people who package a 

specialized rice-based soy casserole mixture which 

is used locally and overseas. It is based on a simple 

principle of people helping people, in this instance, 

even kids! Take Away Hunger not only nourishes 

hungry children, but the spirits of the volunteers 

who pack the meals. Take Away Hunger will once 

again be our September ‘God’s work. Our hands.’ 

Service Sunday event.” 

5th Sunday Offering 

Five Sundays in August means we will designate 

August 30 proceeds from this special offering to 

ELCA Campus Ministries. 

“The mission of campus ministry in the ELCA is to 

invite people in academic settings to engage more 

deeply with the teachings of Jesus Christ and the 

community that bears his name, so that they can 

discover and fulfill their vocation as disciples. 

ELCA campus ministry is a Lutheran ministry for 

students, faculty, staff and others on campus, not 

just a ministry for Lutherans. It provides an ELCA 

presence at more than 180 state and private 

colleges and universities with cooperating 

congregations in campus ministry at an additional 

400 campuses nationwide.” 

Linn Community Food Bank 

“The Linn Community Food Bank continues to 

serve the community! We are giving away a 3-day 

supply of food (pre-packed in a paper grocery bag) 

to individuals from 1:00-3:00, Monday through 

Friday, in the parking lot of First Presbyterian 

Church. … Donations are needed more than ever 

right now!” 

Our next Food Bank weekend (2nd Sunday of the 

month) is scheduled for August 9. 

How to Give to Special Offerings 

With worship services and other activities 

suspended, you may wonder how to give to Take 

Away Hunger, ELCA Campus Ministries or Linn 

Community Food Bank. When submitting your 

offering, simply indicate on your offering envelope, 

the memo line of your check, or in a separate note. 

Counters will ensure it gets the proper designation 

and funds will be sent to the organizations. Thank 

you for your generous support. 

Blood Drive Update 

The semi-annual Gloria Dei/Holy Redeemer Blood 

Drive was held at Holy Redeemer Thursday, July 

23. It was a successful drive. Our goal was 13 

donors. We had 11. Unfortunately, 4 people had to 

cancel due to illness. Our thanks to those who 

donated. Thanks to our donors, up to 33 patients 

will have more time with their families. 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

God’s Work, Our Hands is Sunday, September 13. 

Holy Redeemer was scheduled to package meals 

that day for Take Away Hunger. Due to COVID-19 

and the need for social distancing we will not be 

packaging meals that day. We are looking into 

alternatives, such as donating the money we would 

have spent on supplies to Take Away Hunger, 

packaging the meals in smaller groups, or moving 

the project to after the first of the year. More 

information to follow. 

Please note: 4th Sunday offerings in August are still 

designated for Take Away Hunger and will be used 

to benefit this organization. 
 

Adult News 

General Notice About Activities 

As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, all in-

building activities continue to be suspended except 

with approval of the council. With that said, if your 

group feels comfortable meeting in other ways – 

perhaps outdoors, in a park, or anywhere that you 

can safely distance – you are certainly welcome to 

do so. 

Group leaders: If you would like to include group 

off-site group activities on the church calendar or in 

the newsletter, please let Jeff know in the office. 

Group members: Wondering if your group is 

meeting? Your best contact is your group leader, 

but you are welcome to contact the office to see if 

we have information. 
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Women’s Bible Study 

The previous copy of “gather” magazine was for 

July and August combined. 

Therefore, there is no new 

Bible study for August. 

Copies of Just Love by 

Christa Compton & Gladys 

Moore. Session #2 is: “In 

the community: From tree 

to we” are still available. 

(Copies are available in the 

WELCA notebook on the 

shelf under the women’s bulletin board.) If you 

would like an email copy, please contact Jeff Hand, 

Administrative Assistant. 

WIGS (Book Discussion Group) 

As with all group activities, WIGS is unable to meet 

at the church. However, this is an 

ideal time to read. 

The book for the month is: Owls 

Well That Ends Well by Donna 

Andrews. 

All are welcome to join us. The 

reading list for 2020 can be found 

on the Women’s bulletin board. 

DUO (Do Unto Others) Day 

Though not able to gather at church, sewing 

continues. If you need fabric or batting, help 

yourself in the quilt room. We thank all who have 

been sewing masks as well as quilts! 

Shari Singelstad took a number of adult, youth, and 

baby quilts, made by the women of our church, to 

the Madge Phillips Center (for women and 

children). Shari reports that two different people 

thanked us for our generous contribution and they 

both said that they can always use new blankets and 

quilts. If anyone else wishes to donate new blankets 

and quilts, call 366-7999 to set up a drop off time 

appointment. They will be happy to come out to 

your car to get them during this pandemic. 

A Word of Thanks from the 
Singelstads 

We would like to thank everyone for their prayers and 

cards while our great niece Ayla was hospitalized and 

after she passed away. All of our family really 

appreciates your support during this very difficult 

time. 

Jon, Shari and Linda Singelstad 

Community Thanks 

During the month of July, the office has received 

several notes and letters of thanks from area 

organizations. 

Lenchen Raeside, with Chains Interrupted, sent a 

handwritten note that said, “Dear Friends, Thank 

you so much for your recent donation and continued 

support. It means so much and is truly making a 

difference in the lives of women and children! Bless 

you! Lenchen Raeside” 

Linn Community Food Bank sent a letter thanking 

us for our first quarter contributions of $2,056. 

(Patrick tells us that the timing of our giving and the 

Food Banks reporting may have some amounts in 

different quarters.) Regardless of timing, the food 

bank is grateful for our consistent support. 

And St. Luke’s Foundation thanked us for our gift 

of $185 in support of the Ronald McDonald Family 

Rooms. 

Let’s Do Lunch 
Will not meet in August 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=TFu9HICn&id=6F55E1C7F50EDCA0811318C9C42ADDE9D2C90D8A&thid=OIP.TFu9HICnNTT-R5Bf4s7iUAHaFz&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fclipart-library.com%2fimages%2fkT8oojMnc.jpg&exph=1217&expw=1551&q=book+clip+art&simid=608006289350002417&selectedIndex=139
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4PONo28Z&id=4BF1D8CED45F2FDDE95F7B99C08945DB44F16B4A&thid=OIP.4PONo28ZNDGisIuREDVHaQHaEJ&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.holycrossclarence.com%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2014%2f03%2fWomensBibleFlat-1024x573.jpg&exph=573&expw=1024&q=women%27s+bible+study+clipart&simid=608019741160180913&selectedIndex=57&cbir=sbi
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Back to School Month 

School is right around the 

corner! This year’s back-to-

school time feels a little 

different than usual for all of us, 

but imagine what it would be like to be a child or 

teen with an emotional or behavioral disorder. For 

the last several months, their routine has been 

turned upside-down and they’ve learned to adjust to 

a new way of life. Moving back into a school year 

structure can be particularly stressful and it can be 

difficult to concentrate and cope. 

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) provides mental 

health services to children and families across the 

state. It’s our job to relate to children who might 

feel alone or misunderstood. Our therapists provide 

virtual telehealth therapy sessions with children 

while our Behavioral Health Intervention Services 

team collaborates with families virtually or in a 

community setting to help them develop skills like 

anger management and healthy decision-making. 

LSI also provides 24-hour mental health care at the 

Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment 

Centers in Waverly and Ames to empower Iowa’s 

most vulnerable children and teens. 

We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as 

we respond together to the love of Jesus Christ 

through compassionate service! We know there are 

more Iowa children in need of this critical care. If 

you would like to learn more about how you can 

give a gift to support these crucial services, please 

contact Deb Whitford, LSI director 

Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds 

to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 

service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner 

of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 

(Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 

member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We 

proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, 

sexes, gender identities, national origins, 

ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn 

more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

We are Still Here: LSI’s Therapy Services 

When LSI’s workforce began working remote as a 

COVID-19 precaution, therapist Andrea knew she 

would need to adjust to a new way of providing 

therapy to the clients she serves. 

In particular, one individual she met with struggled 

with anxiety on a daily basis. With the pandemic, 

however, her anxiety deepened and she spiraled to 

levels she hadn’t encountered in years. And she was 

afraid she would no longer be able to see Andrea 

and receive the weekly therapy she’d relied on. 

But that wasn’t stopping Andrea. She set up a home 

office where she could provide telehealth virtual 

therapy sessions to all her clients in need of the 

same consistent care they were used to. Andrea 

used this time to work with her client on self-care 

strategies, coping skills, and mindfulness to help her 

client stay grounded when she felt anxious. 

Andrea’s client now has the tools she needs to 

handle the difficult days through this crisis, and 

Andrea is able to continue providing life-changing 

serves to Iowa children, adults, and families in her 

community. 

Young Adult News 

Sara Cones Says “Thank You” 

The church office received a thank 

you email from Jessica Cones-Renn 

which reads: 

Sarah got to celebrate her Sweet 

16 birthday today with family 

and Friends. She wants to thank 

those that sent her a card and 

gifts. She had a blast! 

And we received a picture of the 

birthday girl. 

The Quandts 

Mom (Peggy) reports that Will Quandt has 

purchased a condo in Cedar Rapids and is pursuing 

a master’s degree in Business Administration at the 

University of Iowa. Katie Quandt is living in 

Ankeny and pursuing her master’s degree in 

Biomedical Science at Iowa State University. Our 

best wishes and good luck to both Katie and Will in 

their academic pursuits. 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Exciting News from the Van Burens 

Marc and Lora are pleased to announce the recent 

wedding of their daughter, Allison, to Eric Klein. 

The happy couple had a small private ceremony at 

Camp EWALU where they met four years ago. The 

newlyweds will be relocating to St. Paul on August 

1st. Allison got a job teach at a charter school and 

Eric will be a youth director at a Lutheran church. 

(Contact the office if you’d like the couple’s new 

address.) 

“Thanks for all your love and support you have 

given to all of us since we joined Holy Redeemer so 

long ago! God is good all the time… All the time 

God is good.   – Lora and Marc 

 

 

 

Old Lutheran Reminder: “Love Is Greater”

Jacob Hansen Returns Home 

From US Coast Guard Station Cortez: “Today we 

said farewell to 

Petty Officer 

Hansen. BM3 

Hansen served as 

one of the Station’s 

small boat 

Coxswains and he 

was awarded the 

Commandant’s 

Letter of 

Commendation 

ribbon for all his 

hard work over the 

years. Great job 

BM3 Hansen, and 

we wish you all the 

best in your future 

endeavors.”  

Welcome home, Jake! 

Encouragement 

(While we take a global pandemic very seriously, a 

little humor and good cheer can help us through) 

Ran across an article in Word & World from Luther 

Seminary entitled “Martin Luther’s Humor” by Eric 

W. Gritsch. According to Gritsch, Luther “is the 

only ‘church father’ who incorporated humor into 

his life and work.” He goes on to say “Luther [used] 

it to enhance his biblical wisdom, to ridicule those 

in power, and to mock death and the devil. In 

Christ, everything is turned upside down. ‘When we 

should cry because of our sin, we laugh,’ Luther 

preached, late in life. ‘When we should laugh 

because of our rejoicing in Christ, who died for us 

so that we have eternal life, we cry.’”  

In Luther’s wit, he suggested “the story of 

Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac 

must have lost a fragment of an emotional dialog 

between father and son, with Isaac saying, ‘Let’s 

talk this over.’” 

You can read the full article at 

http://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/content/pdfs/32-

2_Humor/32-2_Gritsch.pdf. 

 

Allison & Eric Klein 

http://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/content/pdfs/32-2_Humor/32-2_Gritsch.pdf
http://wordandworld.luthersem.edu/content/pdfs/32-2_Humor/32-2_Gritsch.pdf


 

Future Events 

August 2020 
Note: Activities in our building continue to be suspended except with council permission. 

Aug 2 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship (FB Live) 

Aug 3 (Mon) 
6:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 1 
7:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 2 

Aug 4 (Tue) Bible Study (via email) 

Aug 6 (Thu) 
6:30 pm Executive Mtg (Zoom) 
Committees (TBD - chairpersons) 

Aug 7 (Fri) SE IA Synod Assembly (online) 

Aug 9 (Sun) 
9:00 am Worship (FB Live) 
Food Bank Weekend 

Aug 11 (Tue) Bible Study (via email) 

Aug 12 (Wed) 11:00 am Pr & SM leader meeting 

Aug 13 (Thu) 7:00 pm Council Meeting (Zoom) 

Aug 16 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship (FB Live) 

Aug 17 (Mon) 
6:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 1 

7:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 2 

Aug 18 (Tue) Bible Study (via email) 

Aug 20 (Thu) 
Mission of Hope Meal 
Newsletter Deadline 

Aug 23 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship (FB Live) 

4th W/E Offering: Take Away 

Hunger 

Aug 25 (Tue) Bible Study (via email) 

Aug 30 (Sun) 
9:00 am Worship (FB Live) 
5th W/E Offering: ELCA Campus 

Ministries 

Aug 31 (Mon) 
6:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 1 
7:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 2 

September and October 2020 

(All Events Tentative and Subject to Change) 

Sep 1: 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 

 12:30 p.m. Card Players 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sep 3: 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Committee Meetings 

Sep 6: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

Sep 7: Holiday – Office Closed 

Sep 8: 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sep 9: 11:00 a.m. Pr. & SM meeting 

Sep 10: 9:30 a.m. WiGS 

 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Sep 13: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

 Food Bank Weekend 

Sep 14: 6:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 1 

 7:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 2 

Sep 15: 12:30 p.m. Card Players 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sep 17: Mission of Hope Meal 

Sep 20: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

Sep 21: Newsletter Deadline 

Sep 22: 9:30 a.m. DUO Day 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Sep 24: 11:30 a.m. Let’s Do Lunch 

Sep 27: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

 4th W/E offering – Madge Phillips Center 

Sep 29: 9:30 a.m. DUO Day 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Oct 1: 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

 6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Committee Meetings 

Oct 4: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

Oct 5: 6:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 1 

 7:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 2 

Oct 6: 9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 

 12:30 p.m. Card Players 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Oct 7: 11:00 a.m. Pr. & SM meeting 

Oct 8: 9:30 a.m. WiGS 

 7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Oct 11: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

 Food Bank Weekend 

Oct 13: 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

Oct 15: Mission of Hope Meal 

Oct 18: 9:00 a.m. Worship 

Oct 19: 6:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 1 

 7:30 pm SM Supervision – Group 2 

Oct 20: 12:30 p.m. Card Players 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 

 Newsletter Deadline 

Oct 22: 11:30 a.m. Let’s Do Lunch 

Oct 25: Reformation Sunday 

 9:00 a.m. Worship 

 4th W/E offering – Willis Dady 

Oct 27: 9:30 a.m. DUO Day 

 3:00 p.m. Bible Study 
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Church Staff  

Pastor Jayne Thompson 
Pastor 
319-396-8547 ext 11 
pastor@holyredeemer.church 

 
Jeff Hand 
Administrative Assistant 
(319) 396-8547 ext 10 
secretary@holyredeemer.church 

 
Jacqueline Murphy 
Director of Music Ministries 
(319) 396-8547 

 
Kim Clinton 
Custodian 
(319) 396-8547 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Worship Services 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

(Streaming on FB Live) 

 

 

Join us as we grow to and for Christ!!! 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also 

be guided by the Spirit.   

Galatians 5:25 (NRSV) 
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