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December 2019 Growing to and for Christ! 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. ELW 282 ~ It Came Upon 

the Midnight Clear 

Dear Beloved Community of HRLC, 

On November 30, we bid farewell to our old church year, the Year of Luke. We might 

think of this day as the Eve of Advent. On December 1, we cross over the threshold of 

the new church year, the Year of Matthew, and slip into the season of Advent. With its 

royal blue hues, the beautiful season of Advent invites us to slow down, to watch, to wait and to pray. Certainly, 

this invitation is rather counter-cultural as the holiday shopping season ramps up and ad after ad reminds us of 

the multitudinous ways we could shop, buy, celebrate and party. The four weeks and Sundays of Advent invite 

us into a time of spiritual reflection and contemplation as we wait for the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. As the Christmas carol suggests, “The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels 

sing,” we also join our hearts and souls in this holy time of waiting.  

Our worship services on Sunday shift to the hymns and prayers of Advent, the lighting of the Advent wreath 

and more time for silence and prayer. On the Wednesdays of December 4, 11 and 18, we’ll gather at 6:00 pm 

for a simple soup supper and Advent activities. We’ll be creating beautiful Advent oil lamps that we will light 

for worship at 7:00 pm. It will be lovely to once again gather to sing Holden Evening Prayer each Wednesday. 

On December 8, the Grateful Grannies invite us once again to share our resources and select gifts for young 

people in need. Please see details on pages two and five of this issue of The Parchment. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to help others. Following the shopping event at Target, the Youth will have some lunch and go see 

a movie. I hope that we get to see It’s Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood!  

We’re inviting the children and youth of HRLC to come together for the December 15 Christmas program 

during worship. Rehearsals are on Saturday, December 14, from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm (lunch will be included 

that day) and 8:00 am on Sunday morning, December 15, before the worship service. It’s going to be fun and 

festive so please make your very best effort to have your kiddos and youth there.  

We are blessed to continue the Mission of Hope meal and to offer hearty food, good cheer and hope to those 

who may be food insecure and in need of a delicious, hot meal. Serving at the Mission of Hope is profound and 

meaningful. If you haven’t had a chance to serve, consider taking a day to join the crew and meet the guests 

who gather for lunch.  

Of course, our days in Advent preparation lead us to the high and holy celebration of the birth of Jesus of 

Nazareth. On December 24 at 5:30 pm, it will be a joy to sing carols, light the candles and announce the birth of 

the babe in Bethlehem and to join once again on Christmas morning at 9:00 am to herald the newborn Christ!  

Until then, let's relish our time of waiting, watching, praying and singing together. The world in solemn stillness 

lay to hear the angels sing and we center our lives into this stillness, blessed by the grace of being the Beloved 

Community of Jesus together. When Christmastime is nigh, may we all with rejoicing sing with the angels, 

Gloria to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on earth!  

 

Peaceful blessings in this Holy Season, 

Pastor Jayne Thompson 
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Outreach

 

4th Sunday Offering 

In December, our designated fourth Sunday offering 

will be on December 22.  

The proceeds from this Sunday offering will be 

designated to Lutheran Chaplaincy Outreach which 

is a not-for-profit organization that provides 

pastoral care to ELCA patients and their families at 

the University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics (UIHC). 

Thirty to eighty-five identified Lutherans are 

hospitalized daily at UIHC. 

5th Sunday Offering 

The month of December has 5 Sundays so our 

designated fifth Sunday offering will be on 

December 29.  

The proceeds from this Sunday offering will be 

designated to ELCA God’s Global Barnyard. Your 

gifts to God’s Global Barnyard support the 

sustainable development ministries of ELCA World 

Hunger, which include training, education, 

resources (and much more) to help the community 

care for animals and create new market 

opportunities like starting a small business selling 

eggs, meat or dairy products. Your gifts support this 

comprehensive approach to animal husbandry. 

Mission of Hope Meal 

Our congregation will serve the noon meal at 

Mission of Hope on Thursday, December 19. The 

meal will be chili with cheese, cornbread with 

honey, fresh fruit and Christmas cookies/desserts. 

If you are able to donate and/or volunteer to serve, 

please sign up on the main bulletin board in the 

narthex by DECEMBER 8. All donations are 

needed by Wednesday, December 18. 

Thank you, Holy Redeemer Family, for another 

year of serving those in need through the Mission 

of Hope meal program!  

Outreach Committee: Arlan and De Braun, Nicole 

Hubbell, Loretta Shannon, Judy Toy and Jan 

Overland 

Adult News 

2019 Holiday Fair Proceeds 

The 2019 Holiday Fair netted $3,782.07. Two-

thirds of the proceeds went to the Holy Redeemer 

Contingency Fund and one-third was given to the 

Community Health Free Clinic. Again, a BIG 

THANK YOU for all involved in the success of this 

year’s bazaar. Anyone interested in chairing the 

2020 Holiday Fair? You’ll get lots of help from 

those who do not like to “chair” events! 

Submitted by Jeri Hansen 

 

Grateful Grannies 

Take a gift tag (or 2 or 3 or more) off the 

Christmas tree. Join us at Target West after 

worship Sunday, December 8, to shop for gifts. 

Bring your gift tags along. Target will have 1 

checkout line dedicated to HRLC. Shoppers will 

get a 10% discount. The Grannies will be there to 

bag & take the gifts. Treats and drinks will be 

provided in the snack bar. If you can’t shop with 

us but want to give a gift, please have the 

unwrapped gift, with gift tag attached, at church 

by December 8. 

You are invited to join the Grannies in wrapping 

gifts on Monday, December 16, at 10:00 a.m., at 

the Plumbers Union on J St SW. Gift boxes, tape, 

scissors, and gift tags are needed. 

Thank you for helping to make this special project 

a success. The Grateful Grannies appreciate all we 

do. 

Merry Christmas from the Outreach Committee! 

Arlan, De, Loretta, Nicole, Jan & Judy 
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Women’s Bible Study 

Bible Study will meet at 

the church on Thursday, 

December 5 at 9:30 a.m.  

The Bible study for this 

month is an Advent 

devotional with Isaiah. 

Theme Verses: Isaiah 2:1-5; 

Isaiah 11:1-10; Isaiah 35:1-10; and Isaiah 7:10-16. 

All are welcome to join us!!  

(Copies are available in the WELCA notebook on 

the shelf under the women’s bulletin board or better 

yet, subscribe to the Gather magazine which 

contains wonderful articles besides the Bible Study. 

There is a subscription card on the Women’s 

bulletin board for your use.) 

Craft Day 

Craft day will not meet in 

December. We will let you know 

when the women start meeting 

again. 

WIGS (Book Discussion Group) 

WIGS will meet on Thursday, 

December 12 at 9:00 a.m. at 

Perkins on 33rd Ave SW for 

breakfast.  

The books for the month are: 

The Christmas Bus by Melody 

Carlson and Night Before Christmas by Clement 

Moore. 

All are welcome to join us – please sign up on the 

bulletin board if you plan to attend! Thanks to 

Georgia Fuoto for hosting. 

DUO (Do Unto Others) Day 

Quilt sewing will not meet in 

December because of the 

holidays. We will sew twice in 

January on January 14 and 28. 

Thanks to all who help with the 

quilt sewing – lots of quilts were 

given away and sold at the 

Holiday Fair! 

 

Thank You Harold & Daphne  

A Big THANK YOU to Harold & Daphne Miller 

who received a grant from Thrivent which enabled 

the DUO Group to purchase batting for the quilts 

and to also purchase supplies for the Mission of 

Hope. 

Calling all Elves!!! 
 

The Worship and Music committee 

will be removing the Christmas 

décor from the altar and putting it 

back into storage after Worship on 

Sunday, December 29th. We 

appreciate help from anyone that is 

willing to stay after the Round Table Discussions  

to help us with this project. As always, many hands 

make for light work! Thank you! 

                                                     Connie Hansen  

Midweek Worship on Wednesday in 
Advent 

Come and gather on Wednesdays, Dec. 4, 11, and 

18, during Advent at 6:00 pm for simple soup and 

bread suppers and at 7:00 pm for Holden Evening 

Prayer. Ashley Doser will be taking the lead on 

preparing soups. You're invited to bring bread to 

share. Each Wednesday we'll be sharing an Advent 

activity together and creating lovely oil lamps to 

light during Holden Evening Prayer. 

It's a beautiful time to be the Church - come, for all 

are welcome! 

Let’s Do Lunch 
The Fourth Thursday Out to Lunch Group 

will meet on the 3rd Thursday on 

December 19, 11:30 a.m. 

at Marriot 
(on Collins Rd. NE) 

Address questions to Dianne Torrey. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board to 

make reservations for this lunch! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=TFu9HICn&id=6F55E1C7F50EDCA0811318C9C42ADDE9D2C90D8A&thid=OIP.TFu9HICnNTT-R5Bf4s7iUAHaFz&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fclipart-library.com%2fimages%2fkT8oojMnc.jpg&exph=1217&expw=1551&q=book+clip+art&simid=608006289350002417&selectedIndex=139
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Christmas Services 

We will have Christmas Eve service at 5:30 p.m. on 

December 24. On Christmas Day, we will have a 

9:00 a.m. service.  

As you can see from the chart below, we are still 

needing a few Ministry of the Month Volunteers. 

We must have 2 counters on Christmas Eve. 

Please contact the office if you are able to help fill 

in one of the open spots on either Christmas Eve or 

Christmas Day.  

Christmas Eve Ministry of the Month 
5:30 p.m. 

Greeter  1 Needed 

Ushers  Phil Hansen & Ron Hansen 

Comm. Asst  Mark Marz 

Comm Run  Connie Hansen 

Lay Reader  Jeri Hansen 

Acolyte  TBD 

Counters  2 Needed 

Comm Prep  Jean Stelling 

 
 

Christmas Day Ministry of the Month 
9:00 a.m. 

Greeter  1 Needed 

Ushers  Jean & Gordy Stelling 

Comm. Asst  Mark Marz 

Comm Run  TBA if needed 

Lay Reader  David Adams 

Acolyte  TBD 

Counters  Susan Adams & 1 Needed 

Comm Prep   Laura Fowler 

         Stephen Ministry 
               Blessings of Serving, Part II 

Since 1975, more than 600,000 Christians from all 

walks of life have trained and served as Stephen 

Ministers. They became Stephen Ministers as a way 

to help others who were hurting—but they quickly 

discovered that God blesses them in amazing ways 

as well. 

Here are comments from a few of those who have 

experienced the blessing of serving as a Stephen 

Minister. 

Rachel, a physician in Boulder, Colorado says, 

“Being a Stephen Minster has taught me to rely on 

God instead of always trying to fix things myself. 

I’ve learned what to say, how to listen, and what to 

do during a crisis. It’s a great feeling to provide 

people with the spiritual care and support they 

need.” 

Mary, a retired teacher in St Petersburg, Florida 

says, “Stephen Ministry gave me the skills I needed 

to minister to other people during times of deep 

need. I’m awed God can use me like this.” 

Julie, a stay-at-home mom in Irvine, California, 

says, “Because of Stephen Minister training, I relate 

better to family, friends, neighbors—everyone I 

meet. I’ve experienced the fruit of the Spirit in a 

whole new way, and God is part of my daily life 

more than ever before.” 

You are invited to pray about becoming a Stephen 

Minister. For more information about taking the 

next step toward serving in this way, contact Diane 

at the church office, Pastor Jayne, or Holy 

Redeemer’s Stephen Leaders, Marti Marz or David 

Adams. 

‘We ought always to thank God for you, 

brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because 

your faith is growing more and more and 

the love all of you have for one another is 

increasing.’         2 Thessalonians 1:3 NIV 

 

 

 

 
  President:    Rollin Harder 

  Vice President:    Amber Strong 

  Secretary:    David Adams                        

  Financial Secretary: Linda Singelstad 

  Treasurer:    Patrick Tomlin 

  Representatives:    Jon Galvin 

   Bill Davidson 

   Phil Hansen 

   Nicole Hubbell 

   Harold Miller 

  Pastor:   Jayne Thompson 
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A New Constitution? Really? 
And, You Want Me to Read It? 

Boring…that’s what Constitutions are… boring… 

I thought some Schoolhouse Rock stuff might help 

spice this up (♫I’m just a bill…♫) but nothing I 

could find looked like it would help. 

But boring hasn’t deterred certain members of your 

Council (including Harold Miller, Pastor and the 

Council President, Rollie Harder!) from their 

diligent efforts to incorporate the new 2019 ELCA 

Constitution Model and SE Iowa Synod edits into a 

new Constitution for us. 

Work, edits, reviews, phone calls, emails, typing 

and all sorts of stuff has been going on for a while 

now, to correctly put our new Constitution together 

into a form that both the Synod and you, the 

Congregation, will approve. 

But, to approve it, you need to read it. 

Which brings us back to the first 

paragraph…reading a Constitution can be 

(…gratuitous yawn…) boring. 

We need you to hang in there with us and help us 

get this thing to the finish line. Please. 

Read-ahead working copies of our new Constitution 

will be made available for the December 29 and 

January 5 Round Table sessions. We will work with 

the Fellowship Committee to ensure there will be 

enough coffee and sugar available to help keep you 

awake through your reviews. Council members 

working on the Constitution will be available to 

answer your questions during the Round Table 

sessions and by phone or email if you think of 

something after you get home. 

Thanks in advance for your help and support and 

understanding. 

David Adams, Council Secretary 

Poinsettias for Christmas  

Poinsettias are a Holy Redeemer Christmastime 

tradition. We will order them from Pierson’s. The 

cost is $12.00 each for a 6” pot with 4-6 blooms. 

The order forms will be in the bulletins in 

December. You may place your order form and 

check in the offering plate or leave it in the office. 

Orders MUST be in by Monday, December 16. 

Hospitalized Members 

If you should become hospitalized and would like 

Pastor Jayne to visit you, please remember to let the 

hospital know you are a member of Holy Redeemer 

Lutheran Church when you are admitted or have 

someone contact the office. If you have a loved one 

you would like Pr. Jayne to visit, please contact the 

office or Pr. Jayne. Thank you! 

Round Table Discussions 

Join us on Sunday, December 29, and Sunday, 

January 5, for our round table discussions. They 

will be held after service each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. 

The Finance Committee and Council will be present 

to discuss the proposed 2020 budget. Join us for the 

conversation and discussion. 

Church Family News 

If you have some news you want to share about 

your family, such as a wedding or a move, please 

contact the office with this information and ask that 

it be included in the next newsletter. 

Youth News 

December 8 - Calling all HRLC youth! 

Mark your calendars for a fun afternoon! 

On Sunday, December 8, we'd like to invite our 

youth (and they can invite a friend) to join us for 

some holiday fun.  

We'd like to join the congregation as they go to 

Target West following church to shop for the 

Grateful Grannies. The youth can shop together and 

enjoy the snacks and drinks provided by Target.  

Immediately following this shopping extravaganza, 

depending on showtimes, we'd like to have lunch 

and go to see a movie. More details to follow. 

Please provide Pr. Jayne and Nicole an idea of how 

many youth are interested in attending so we can 

arrange enough transportation. We’re looking 

forward to a great time! 
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Reformation Roast Thank You 

On Sunday, October 27, the youth held a 

Reformation Roast and Fall Funfest after the 

Council Meeting. 

Good food and fun were had by all who attended. 

Thank you to all who helped support the youth by 

making this a success for the youth! 

Sunday School 

In December, Sunday School 

will not be held on 

December 8 due to the 

shopping with the Grateful 

Grannies. The Youth Christmas program will be 

held on December 15 during the worship service.  

All youth are invited to be in the program. 

We hope to see all the children’s smiling faces! 

Children’s Christmas Program  

This year's Children's Christmas 

Program is on Sunday, December 

15. *Directly following the 

Christmas Program will be the 

Cookie Walk! 

Parents, if you are interested in 

having your child participate in the 

Christmas Program, please talk to Nicole Hubbell or 

Tracy Kisling. 

Please mark your calendars and join us in making 

some fun memories together. See Nicole Hubbell or 

Tracy Kisling for more information. 

*Rehearsals are Saturday, December 14, from 11:00 

a.m.-1:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 15, at 8:00 

a.m. before worship. 

Youth Activities Calendar 

Parents, there is a youth activity calendar located on 

the bulletin board in the Narthex.  

Please fill in the different activities your child is 

involved in or you may email your activities to 

Diane in the office. The hope is to have members 

come out to support the 

GREAT things our 

youth are involved in. 

Events 

Dec. 24:  Tuesday, Christmas Eve 

 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 25: Wednesday, Christmas Day 

 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service 

 Office Closed 

Dec. 29: 10:15 am Round Table Discussions 

 Remove Christmas décor after Round 

 Table Discussions 

Jan. 1: New Year’s Day – Office Closed 

Jan. 5: 10:15 am Round Table Discussions 

Jan. 8: 6:00 p.m. Pre-service meal & activity 

 before service 

Jan. 16; Mission of Hope Meal 

Jan. 26: Annual Meeting & potluck meal 

 

 

Merry Christmas!! 

Wishing you all a  

Merry Christmas and a  

Happy New Year! 

From the staff at Holy Redeemer 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=C9B9B3C976AFF7DA4936E62FBAAE610C7EFF72CA&selectedIndex=150&ccid=7TKYfTWc&simid=608053798530190034&thid=OIP.Med32987d359cc551c2785f74231ee37fo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=XLPCo6bR&id=A48CA8A3AE587C91DBC4F403CCD0428C7C1F7429&thid=OIP.XLPCo6bRqgLhXT_OXJyFhwEsCg&q=youth+calendar+clip+art+free&simid=608034522912392743&selectedIndex=194
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Ministry of the Month 
Greeter Dec 1 Jan Overland 

 Dec 8 Loretta Shannon 

 Dec 15 Judy Toy 

 Dec 22 1 Needed 

 Dec 29 Judy Toy 

Usher Dec 1 Tom Fruehling & Greg Forest 

 Dec 8 Greg & Kay Forest 

 Dec 15 Mark & Marti Marz 

 Dec 22 DeAnna & Arlan Braun 

 Dec 29 Dave Anderson/Jon Singelstad 

Com. Asst Dec 1 Mark Marz 

 Dec 8 Shari Singelstad 

 Dec 15 Jeri Hansen 

 Dec 22 Ron Taylor 

 Dec 29 Greg Forest 

Com. 

Runner 

Dec 1 Shari Singelstad 

Dec 8 Linda Singelstad 

 Dec 15 Loretta Shannon 

 Dec 22 Jeri Hansen 

 Dec 29 Judy Toy 

Lay Reader Dec 1 Marti Marz 

 Dec 8 David Adams 

 Dec 15 Loretta Shannon 

 Dec 22 Jeri Hansen 

 Dec 29 Kay Forest 

Acolyte Dec 1 TBD 

 Dec 8 Quincy Gilbert 

 Dec 15 TBD 

 Dec 22 TBD 

 Dec 29 TBD 

Counters Dec 1 Susan Adams & Jan Schroeder 

 Dec 8 David Adams & 1 Needed 

 Dec 15 Phil Hansen & 1 Needed 

 Dec 22 2 Needed 

 Dec 29 Phil Hansen & 1 Needed 

Com. Prep Dec 1 Nicole Hubbell 

 Dec 8 LaVonne Hunter 

 Dec 15 Marti Marz 

 Dec 22 Le & Dick Smith 

 Dec 29 Niicole Hubbell 

Altar Care: Laura Fowler 

Visitor Calling Schedule: Judy Toy 

December 2019 at a Glance 

Dec 1 (Sun) 9:00 am Worship 

Dec 2 (Mon) 6:00 pm Steph. Min. Supervision 

Dec 3 (Tues) 
9:00 am Staff Meeting & Staff Reviews 
12:30 pm Card Players 
3:00 pm Bible Study 

Dec 4 (Wed) 
6:00 pm Soup & Bread Advent Meal 
7:00 pm Advent Service 

Dec 5 (Thu) 
9:30 am Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 pm Executive Meeting 
7:00 pm Committee Meetings 

Dec 8 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship  
        Food Bank Weekend 
10:30 am Shopping @ Target with 

Grateful Grannies 
11:30 am Youth to lunch & movie 

Dec 9 (Mon) 5:00 pm Line Dancing @ Wild Hogs 

Dec 10 (Tue) 3:00 pm Bible Study 

Dec 11 (Wed) 
6:00 pm Soup & Bread Advent Meal 
7:00 pm Advent Service 

Dec 12 (Thu) 
9:30 am WIGS 
7:00 am Council Meeting 

Dec 14 (Sat) 
11 am-1 pm Youth Christmas program 

rehearsal with lunch 

Dec 15 (Sun) 

8:00 am Christmas program rehearsal 
9:00 am Worship w/Christmas Program 
10:30 am Cookie Walk & Cake 

reception for Braun’s Anniversary 

Dec 16 (Mon) 
10:00 am Grateful Grannies wrap presents 

6:00 pm Steph. Ministry Supervision 

Dec 17 (Tue) 
12:30 pm Card Players 
3:00 pm Bible Study 

Dec 18 (Wed) 
9-11 am Adult Coloring @ Scooter’s 
6:00 pm Soup & Bread Advent Meal 
7:00 pm Advent Service 

Dec 19 (Thu) 
Mission of Hope Meal  
11:30 am Women’s Let’s Do Lunch @ 

Marriott 

Dec 20 (Fri) Newsletter Deadline 

Dec 22 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship 
4th W/E Offer’g/Luth. Chaplaincy Outreach 
10:30 am Coffee w/Council 
11:00 am-1:15 pm Confirmation Class 

Dec 24 (Tue) 
9:30 am-1:30 pm DUO Day 
5:30 pm Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 25 (Wed) 
9:00 am Christmas Day Service 
Kitchen/FH reserved 

Dec 29 (Sun) 

9:00 am Worship  
5th W/E Offer’g-God’s Global Barnyard 
10:15 am Round Table Discussions 
11:00 am Removed Christmas Decor 



 

 

Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church 

720 Edgewood Road NW 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52405 
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Church Staff  

Pastor Jayne Thompson 
Pastor 
319-396-8547 ext 11 
pastor@holyredeemer.church 

 
Diane Cowell 
Administrative Assistant 
(319) 396-8547 ext 10 
secretary@holyredeemer.church 

 
Jacqueline Murphy 
Director of Music Ministries 
(319) 396-8547 

 
Susan Adams 
Custodian 
(319) 396-8547 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – Noon 

 
Worship Services 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

Join us as we grow to and for Christ!!! 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be 

guided by the Spirit.   

Galatians 5:25 (NRSV) 
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