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November 2016 Growing to and for Christ! 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Fall is here! It’s time to bust out those sweaters, jackets, hats and gloves. It’s my 

favorite time of year. I love wearing layers to cover up my “Dad Bod.” I love having 

the windows open and enjoying the fresh, crisp, cool air. I love taking in the beauty of 

God’s handiwork by seeing all the leaves on trees change colors. And I have a new love 

for fall: My daughter playing in the leaves. 

In the hustle and bustle of Fall, that has been a small thing that has brought me 

tremendous joy. I hope you too are finding delight and joy in this season. I pray you too 

are finding hope in all the ways—small and big—that God is making Himself known in your life. 

This is a very important month for our nation. On November 8, we will elect our next President. With the 

election looming, I’m sure many of you feel frustrated and unoptimistic about the future of our country. For 

many of you, November 8
th

 cannot come fast enough. Now, I won’t disclose my political views; however, I will 

say this: VOTE. Your voice matters. Your vote matters. That’s the beauty of a democracy regardless of how 

you feel towards the various candidates. I hope you get out and vote this November.  

Our world is full of reasons for us to complain and feel hopeless. But, that’s not the life Christ died for. That’s 

not the life Christ wanted for us. Instead, as we learn in Scripture, God wants us, as His beloved children, to live 

our lives freely, cheerfully and abundantly. 

At times, that feels fake or unrealistic to accomplish. And I’m not saying we have to pretend we always have it 

together. Nor am I encouraging that we are a community who have to mask those days we struggle. On those 

tough days, lean on Christ. Lean on your family and friends. Lean on your Church. Because, Christ is present 

and actively bringing healing and hope on those days. 

With that being said, I pray we are a community who doesn’t want to stay in that place where we are unwell. I 

hope we are people who want to rise out of the darkness and live into the life and light Christ destined for us. 

There is enough agony, complaining and hopelessness in our world. My hope is we don’t get sucked into that 

negativity and pessimism; instead, I pray we rise together to live the life Christ showed us how to live. 

Together we rise. To be a congregation where mercy and forgiveness isn’t just talked about; it’s something we 

do and live out. Together we rise. To be a beacon of hope shining our light in the world. Together we rise. To 

be a community where all are acting as agents of healing, peace and love in our community. 

I believe we do that by living with intentionality. Intentionally being grateful. Intentionally being thankful. 

Intentionally looking for God and expecting God to show up in big and small ways. And when God shows up I 

pray we take the time to enjoy those God moments. 

In a muddled time in our nation, I pray you don’t lose hope. For whoever becomes our President, Christ is our 

King. 

Thank you for all you do in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus! 

All my love, 

Pat Fish 
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Outreach 

Crop Walk Thank You 

Thanks to everyone who donated, collected and 

walked on the Crop Walk on October 2. 

Unofficially, we collected $1,640.00. 

Once all of the money is received, the Crop Walk 

Board of Directors will let us know what our office 

dollar amount is. 

Great job everyone! 

Mission of Hope Meal 

On Thursday, November 17, the congregation will 

be serving the Mission of Hope Meal. The main 

dish we will be serving is Vegetable Soup. 

4th Sunday Offering 

The Fourth Sunday Offering in November will be 

given to the Olivet Mission Christmas Family 

Project. 

Olivet Mission Christmas Families 

Holy Redeemer will again purchase and deliver 

gifts to three families that are signed up through 

Olivet Mission. 

The gift tags will be available beginning on Sunday, 

November 27. You will have until December 18 to 

purchase and deliver the gifts to the church. 

December 18 is the absolute last day we can have 

the gifts brought to church. 

On Monday night, December 19, all are welcome to 

come and help sort the gifts. 

On Tuesday, December 20, we are asking for 

volunteers who would be willing to deliver the gifts 

to the families. They need to be delivered to the 

families by Wednesday, December 21.  

If you would like to help in any way, or have 

questions, please contact Shari Singelstad at 286-

9358. 

 

Adult News 

Women’s Bible Study 

Bible Study will meet at the church on Thursday, 

November 3, 9:30 a.m.  

The Bible Study is entitled Paul and the Power of 

Failure– Session #3 When God Chooses the 

Unlikely. (Copies are available in the WELCA 

notebook on the shelf under the women’s bulletin 

board.) 

All are welcome to join us!! 

WIGs (Book Discussion Group) 

WIGs will meet on Thursday, November 10, at 

9:30 a.m., at the church. Lee Eggers is the 

hostess. 

The book for November is The Language of 

Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh.  

Please bring your ideas for books to read in 2017. 

DUO (Do Unto Others) Day 

The sewing group will meet at the church on 

Tuesday, November 22, 9:30 a.m.– 1:30 p.m. 

Thanks to all who help with this project. Come, 

join the women for sewing day – you can cut squares 

or tie or iron fabric if you don’t wish to sew. 

Let’s Do Lunch 
The Fourth Thursday Out to Lunch Group  

will meet on the third Thursday, 

Thursday, November 17, 11:30 a.m. 

Metro Buffet 
(on 33

rd
 Avenue SW) 

Please sign up on the bulletin board so 

reservations can be made. 

(Questions, contact Joyce Black, 396-0699) 

Craft Day 

The women will not have a Craft Day in 

November. They are taking the month 

off to rest after the busy holiday bazaar! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+presents+clip+art&view=detailv2&&id=9BD7D846539B4B3A3C8CCC07DF700E7E6DF8F65F&selectedIndex=2&ccid=Zi/IKTV3&simid=607987917993936522&thid=OIP.M662fc82935777c8eaaa49f5f5d5a263eH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=craft+clip+art+free&view=detailv2&&id=C4C05DCA544F044257797ADFECB9D10C9E7ED520&selectedIndex=1&ccid=yWTqG7h8&simid=607986856972191049&thid=OIP.Mc964ea1bb87ccef0a765791889b9460aH0
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All Saints Sunday 

All Saints Sunday is on November 6. During 

worship that day, we will remember all those who 

have died in the past year. If you lost a loved one 

and want their name included during this service, 

please contact the Church Office.  

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all the families 

who are continuing to grieve their loved ones.  

Please contact Pastor Fish if you would like to 

process or talk about your grief. 

To Pray and To Serve 

On Sunday, November 20, we are holding a prayer 

service at all the police stations around the 

community. 

I will be holding a prayer service at the Linn County 

Sheriff’s Office that day. The prayer service will be 

from 3-3:20 p.m.  

The Lutheran pastors have been meeting with our 

police and talking about how we can support our 

local police men & women. This is a start to build 

that bridge and show our support.  

All are invited to attend this prayer service! 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

This year we will have the Thanksgiving Eve 

Service at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. The service 

will be at 6:30 p.m. with time for fellowship 

following the worship service. 

Hanging of the Greens 

Join us on Saturday, November 26, at 9:30 a.m. for 

the hanging of the greens. That Saturday we will put 

up all the decorations for Advent and Christmas. 

Calling All Musicians 

Did you know that we have many "lonely" 

instruments in our possession at Holy Redeemer? 

If you or a family member has some spare musical 

talent that you are willing to share, we would really 

like to see some of the amazing instruments that we 

have in our musical inventory put to good use. They 

include 2 Orff instruments, a set of tone chimes, 

hand bells, timpani, congas, bongos, an auto harp, a 

xylophone, a trap set and various handheld 

percussion instruments. There is no need to have 

formal training on many of these instruments to 

jump in and enhance our worship experience. 

We also want to welcome any musicians young or 

old to share their talents with the congregation by 

playing during worship. Please contact our Director 

of Music Ministries, Marilyn Mark if you can help 

with this request. 

Thank you from the Worship and Music Committee. 

Church Family News 

On Saturday, October 29, Mindy Ongie will marry 

Dillon Nolan. 

If you have some news you want to share about 

your family, such as a wedding or a move, please 

contact the office with this information and ask that 

is be included in the next newsletter. 

General and Building Fund Income 
Statement 

September 2016 Summary 

 
Sept 2016 

Year-to-Date 

2016 2015 

General 

Income 
$13,207 $125,834 $115,619 

General 

Expenses 
$14,440 $122,694 $114,299 

Building 

Income 
$3,309 $35,622 $31,662 

Building 

Expenses 
$3,406 $31,854 $32,387 

Income vs 

Expenses 
($1,330) $6,908 $595 

Total 

Budget 
$17,855 $160,695 $162,525 

Income 

vs. Budget 
($1,339) $761 ($15,244) 

September General Fund and Building Fund 

Offerings were $16,516. 

$1,232.56 was moved from the Contingency Fund to 

the General Fund. 

General Fund and Building Fund Income YTD is 

$14,175 more than September YTD 2015. 

4th Sunday Offering for CROP Walk was $167.00! 

Food Bank Offering was $165.00. 
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Thank you from Amy 

Thank you to my beautiful church family! I will 

never be able to express what all of you mean to my 

family and I. When I first got diagnosed with the 

breast cancer I wasn't sure what to do. It seemed 

private and personal. Through prayer and Pastor 

Fish, I knew there was no way to go through this 

without the people I love, the ones that mean so 

much, my church family. The ones I worship with 

every Sunday, the ones that have showed my family 

and I God is with me every step of the way!  

I thank all those that helped, contributed, supported, 

did baskets, took pictures and came to the benefit. 

My family and I were blown away by all the 

support and love. A special thank you to Shelly 

Davidson and Lora Van Buren for giving me this 

gift.  

The gift of knowing how much love and support is 

with my family and I. A gift so great that shows my 

family and I God is with us every step of the way. 

God shines through all of you and touches us. I 

thank you for being there during our journey. I 

thank you all for the cards, well wishes, thoughts, 

prayers and being my beautiful church family.  

Love and hugs, Amy Renner 

Senior Saints 

On Saturday, November 19, the Senior Saints will 

meet at Scooter’s Coffee Shop (formerly 

Coffeesmiths) at 2300 Edgewood Rd SW from 9:00 

a.m.-11:00 a.m.  

A private room for 15 people has been reserved. A 

signup sheet will be posted on the large bulletin 

board in narthex. 

Just a friendly reminder that HRLC men are always 

invited to color along with the ladies! Or if 

preferred, join other HRLC men for coffee and 

conversation. 

Travelogue: On Monday, November 14 from 2:00 

to 4:00 p.m., please join us at the church for dessert 

and hear Ron and Jeri Hansen and Lanny and Lee 

Eggers discuss their recent trip to Peru and Ecuador.  

Stephen Ministry 

What is Stephen Ministry? 
Our church is officially a Stephen Ministry 

congregation. Check out our enrollment certificate 

located in the narthex near our sanctuary doors. 

Stephen Ministry is a system for training laypeople 

to do caring ministry. Those training for Stephen 

Ministry will learn skills and develop their talents 

for bringing Christ's healing love to people who are 

grieving, hurting, or experiencing stress in life. 

Why Stephen Ministry? 
Stephen Ministry trains people in the basic skills 

necessary for helping others. Through discussion 

and experiential learning people learn everything 

from how to be an effective listener to specific 

techniques for ministering to hurting people. Our 

congregation will reap many, many blessings 

through our involvement in this ministry of care. 

Who benefits from Stephen Ministry? 
Stephen Ministry benefits both care givers (Stephen 

Ministers) and care receivers. The Stephen 

Ministers grow greatly as they learn about helping 

others. They learn about themselves. As hurting 

people in our congregation and community grow 

stronger through this caring ministry, the whole 

Church is built up and made stronger. We all can 

have the confident knowledge that when pains of 

life come our way, someone (not just the pastor) 

will always be there, ready to care for us, to bring 

God's love to us in a personal way. 

If you are interested in getting involved with 

Stephen Ministry, talk to Pr. Fish or Marti 

Marz. Perhaps God is calling you to be one of 

these caring, committed servants who offer 

his/her love to those who are hurting. 

Youth News 

First Communion 

On Sunday, November 6, we will install the First 

Communion students during the worship service. 

We will have a cake reception following the 

service. 

Sunday School 

Sunday School is the first & third Sundays of the 

month from 10:15-10:45 a.m. It's for infants-5th 

grade students. 

This month we will have Sunday School on 

November 6 & 20. All are welcome. 
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Thanksgiving Families 

On Wednesday, November 16, Confirmation 

students and mentors will be buying food for 3 

Thanksgiving families. We will deliver the meals to 

the families on Sunday, November 20.  

This is an awesome example of adults and youth 

coming together for God's mission! 

Youth Activities Calendar 

Parents, there is a youth activity calendar located on 

the bulletin board in the Narthex. Please fill in the 

different activities your child is involved in. The 

hope is to have members come out to support the 

GREAT things our youth are involved in. 

Events 

Save the Date 

December 1:  Baby Bottle Boomerang 

Bridgehaven Deadline 

December 4: 5:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Program 

December 11: 2:00 p.m. Senior Saints Coloring at 

Scooter’s Coffee 

December 12: Columbus Day 

December 15: Mission of Hope meal served by 

congregation 

December 16: Senior Saints Movie Day 

December 17:  9:00 a.m. Rehearsal for Christmas 

Program 

December 18: 9:00 a.m. Youth Christmas 

Program & Cookie Walk 

 Last day for Olivet Mission 

Christmas gifts to be at church 

December 19: Volunteers sort gifts at church 

December 20: Volunteers deliver Olivet Mission 

Christmas gifts to families 

December 21: 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Christmas 

caroling 

December 22: 11:30 a.m. Women’s Let’s Do 

Lunch at Marriott on Collins Rd. 

December 24:  6:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m. Christmas 

Eve Services 

December 25: 9:00 a.m. Christmas Day worship 

December 26: Church office closed for holiday 

Stewardship News 

Stewardship Committee Celebrates 
the Youth & Education Committee 

The Stewardship Committee is celebrating a 

specific ministry or committee each month in the 

newsletter. 

The purpose is to show that your generous gifts 

allow us to achieve our mission of “growing to and 

for Christ.” Your giving each week enables our 

committees, staff and pastor to participate in God’s 

ministry. 

Youth & Education Committee 

by Nicole Hubbell 

The Education and Youth Committee embraced 

much change in 2016. After many years of 

dedication from Shelly Davidson, she decided to 

take a break from being the committee chair. Nicole 

Hubbell accepted the chair position and our group 

of fabulous youth and education volunteers have 

embraced much change and we are full of many 

great ideas to continue to make our program better. 

We held 2 retreats to reconnect as a leadership team 

and rolled out a new vision for our mission. This 

includes our: 

 Purpose: Engage children and youth to grow 

to and for Christ 

 Values: Relationships, Faith formation, and 

Commitment 

 Objectives: Welcome children and youth to 

be in relationship with Christ, the 

congregation, and each other and Inspire 

children and youth to discover Christ into 

their lives 

 Behaviors: Dream big, Just do it and Be 

successful together 

We have created sub-committees and have leads 

responsible for these sub-committees to spread out 

the responsibilities of the youth and education 

responsibilities. We revamped our Wings schedule 

and continue to have a great turnout of kids and 

volunteers on Wednesday evenings. We have also 

added an adult bible study on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. Sunday School has also been altered 

to be held twice a month and includes our infants 

through school age children. We are getting great 

feedback. 
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We are assessing our events and fundraisers to 

continue to serve our vision and purpose for the 

youth. Activities and fundraisers held this past year 

include: Trunk or Treat, Reformation Roast, 

Sleepout for Homeless, Cookie Walk, Christmas 

Program, Valentine’s Dinner, Egg Hunt, VBS, 

serving a Mission of Hope meal and donating 

time/items to other local causes. 

We are very excited about the youth and education 

program and will continue to make changes to 

“engage children and youth to grow to and for 

Christ”. We invite the congregation to join us on 

our journey to be in relationship with our youth and 

to help them discover Christ in their lives.  

 

Crop Walk 
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Ministry of the Month 

Greeter Nov. 6 Ron & Sharon Taylor 

 Nov. 13 Jon Singelstad 

 Nov. 20 Loretta Shannon 

 Nov. 27 Linda Singelstad 

Ushers Nov. 6 DeAnna & Arlan Braun 

 Nov. 13 Kay & Greg Forest 

 Nov. 20 Jim Veglahn & Jon Singelstad 

 Nov. 27 Marti & Mark Marz 

Com. Asst Nov. 6 Conrad V. Z. 

 Nov. 13 Ron Taylor 

 Nov. 20 Jodi Dufoe 

 Nov. 27 Tammy Hansen 

Com. 

Runner 
Nov. 6 Linda Singelstad 

 Nov. 13 Judy Toy 

 Nov. 20 Loretta Shannon 

 Nov. 27 Connie Hansen 

Lay 

Reader 
Nov. 6 Loretta Shannon 

 Nov. 13 Janice Klein 

 Nov. 20 Mike Kasper 

 Nov. 27 Tracy Kisling 

Acolyte Nov. 6 Nicholas Hand 

 Nov. 13 Will Davidson 

 Nov. 20 Caden Holtey 

 Nov. 27 Jordan Renner 

Counters Nov. 6 Rollin Harder & Jodi Dufoe 

 Nov. 13 
Donna Madsen & Peggy 

Quandt 

 Nov. 20 Jim Veglahn & Jodi Dufoe 

 Nov. 27 
Tracy Kisling & Tammy 

Hansen 

Com. Prep Nov. 6 LaVonne Hunter 

 Nov. 13 Marti Marz 

 Nov. 20 Le & Dick Smith 

 Nov. 27 Jean Stelling 

Altar Care: Laura Fowler 

Visitor Calling Schedule: Tom Fruehling 

 

November 2016 at a Glance 

Nov. 1 (Tue) 

9:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 

12:30 p.m. Card Players 

7:00 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 2 (Wed) 

4:45 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

6:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 3 (Thu) 

9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

6:30 p.m. Executive Council Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Committee Meetings 

Nov. 4 (Fri) 
11:30 a.m. Mission of Hope Meal served by 

council 

Nov. 6 (Sun) 

9:00 a.m. Worship w/1
st
 Communion Students 

installed 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 8 (Tues) 
Election Day @ Holy Redeemer 

No Adult Faith Formation due to voting 

Nov. 9 (Wed) 

4:45 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

6:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 10 (Thu) 
9:30 a.m. WIGS 

7:00 p.m. Council Meeting 

Nov. 13 (Sun) 

9:00 a.m. Worship  

10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Food Bank Weekend 

Nov. 14 (Mon) 
2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. Senior Saints Dessert & 

Travelogue at church 

Nov. 15 (Tue) 
12:30 p.m. Card Players 

7:00 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 16 (Wed) 

4:45 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

6:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 17 (Thu) 
Mission of Hope Meal served by congregation 

11:30 a.m. Women’s Let’s Do Lunch-Metro Grill 

Nov. 19 (Sat) 9:00-11:00 a.m. Senior Saints Coloring @ Scooter’s 

Nov. 20 (Sun) 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Confirmation Students deliver meals 

December Newsletter Deadline 

Nov. 22 (Tue) 
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. DUO Day 

7:00 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 23 (Wed) 

No WinGS/No Confirmation Class 

No Adult Faith Formation 

Thanksgiving Eve Service @ Gloria Dei 

Nov. 24 (Thu) Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed 

Nov. 25 (Fri) Office Closed 

Nov. 26 (Sat) 9:30 a.m. Hanging of the Greens 

Nov. 27 (Sun) 

9:00 a.m. Worship  

10:30 a.m. Adult Faith Formation 

4
th

 Weekend Offering – Christmas Families 

Coffee w/Council 

Nov. 29 (Tue) 7:00 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 

Nov. 30 (Wed) 

4:45 p.m. WinGS 

6:30 p.m. Confirmation Class 

6:30 p.m. Adult Faith Formation 
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Church Staff  

Pastor Pat Fish 
Pastor 
319-396-8547 ext 11 
prpatfish@holyredeemer.church 
 

Diane Cowell 
Administrative Assistant 
(319) 396-8547 ext 10 
secretary@holyredeemer.church 
 

Marilyn Mark 
Director of Music Ministries 
(319) 396-8547 
musicdirector@holyredeemer.church 
 

Jon Singelstad 
Custodian 
(319) 200-6841 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 a.m. – Noon 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

Join us as we grow to and for Christ!!! 

If we live by the Spirit, let us also be 

guided by the Spirit.   

Galatians 5:25 (NRSV) 
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