
Order of Worship 
Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Facebook Live from the home of Pastor Jayne and Jack 

ELCA Worship in the Home 

5th Sunday of Easter 10 May 2020 (9:00 am) 

Welcome and announcements 

Good morning and welcome to worship on this Fifth Sunday of Easter as we boldly and 

confidently rest our hope and trust in the cornerstone of our faith, Jesus. So, while we cannot be 

together in person, we can hear the Word of God and hold each other in prayer. Today, we 

invite you to gather for worship with a special rock or a stone that you may have in your home 

or perhaps out in your yard if you one. If you don’t have a rock or a stone, that’s okay. But if 

you do, please bring it with you wherever you are sitting for worship this morning. It can be 

small or bumpy, gravel or a smooth stone – diversity is good. We will share some reflections 

about God enduring love in Jesus, the cornerstone and foundation of our faith. 

God is good all the time – All the time, God is good!  

Announcements 

- Our prayers and sympathies to the family of Fran Ellis who passed away April 23. 

- We also hold in our prayers Gloria Dei's pastor, Tricia Decker, as she recovers from her 

surgery and for her parents, Gary and Joan Volberding, as her dad was moved to the 

Lutheran Home in Vinton. 

- We pray for Leona Nigh’s daughter, also Donetta Heathman’s sister, Colleen Hersh, who is 

struggling with stage four lung cancer. 

- We pray for Ken Singelstad, brother of Shari, Linda, and Jon, who has tested negative for 

COVID-19, but doctors believe has a bad case of bronchitis. 

- We celebrate with: 

o All mothers and those who give motherly care on this Mother’s Day 

o Greg Forest and Rick Renner, whose birthdays are today (May 10th) and Cayden 

Holtey as well as Joyce’s Black’s sister, Pat Kisling, whose birthdays are May 12th. 

o Jeff and Susan Hand on the occasion of their anniversary on May 14th 

- We also would like to recognize all students and teachers who are affected by the closure of 

their schools. Especially we are thinking about those students and their families who will be 

missing graduations: Valarie Davidson from Mt. Mercy University, Ashby Renner from 

Kirkwood College, Hannah Van Buren from Wartburg College and Matthew Hand and 

Jackson Sickelka, high school seniors. Please look for emails and FB notices as to the 

special HRLC ways we are planning to celebrate our seniors! 

With that. let us begin our worship… 
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Gathering Hymn:  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” (ELW 377) 

 
Greeting 

 P  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 C  And also with you. 
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Prayer for the Day 

 A  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love 

one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all 

the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C  Amen 

Word 

 L  Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles 

could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, 

however. For his preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith. 

The first reading is from the 7th chapter of Acts, verses 55-60. 

55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the 

Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and with a 

loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and 

began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he 

knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he 

had said this, he died. 

 L  The Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 L  Psalm 31, verses 1-3 will be spoken alternately, then we’ll sing, I Will Call Upon the 

Lord (The Rock). Words and music by Michael O’Shields © Universal Music Publishing Group. 

1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

 deliver me | in your righteousness. 
2Incline your | ear to me; 

 make haste to de- | liver me. 
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 

 for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 

Voice 1: I will call upon the Lord, 

 Voice 2: I will call upon the Lord, 

Voice 1: Who is worthy to be praised, 

 Voice 2: Who is worthy to be praised, 

Voice 1: So shall I be saved from my enemies! 

 Voice 2: So shall I be saved from my enemies! 

All: The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock, 

 And may the God of my salvation be exalted! 
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 L  Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives. We are 

God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the mercy of God we 

experience through Jesus Christ. 

The second reading is from the 2nd chapter of 1st Peter, verses 2-10. 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 

God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands 

in scripture:  

 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 

  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 

 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,  

 “The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and  

 “A stone that makes them stumble, 

  and a rock that makes them fall.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 

  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order 

that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light. 

 10Once you were not a people, 

  but now you are God’s people; 

 once you had not received mercy, 

  but now you have received mercy. 

 L  The Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 
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 P  On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one 

through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf. 

 P  The holy gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 P  [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 

also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 

have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And 

you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 

know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 

and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, 

you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to 

him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on 

my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the 

Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I 

do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my 

name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 

 P  The Gospel of the Lord! 

 C  Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day:  “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” (ELW 735) 

 

Response to the Word 

 A  In Christ, we have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 

 C  We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 

 A  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  and born of the virgin Mary, 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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 A  Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

 C  pray in the Holy Spirit. 

 A  Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

 C  look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 A  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; 

 C  Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new. 

 A  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to 

one another. 

(Silence for reflection) 

 A  Gracious God, 

 C  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 

done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in 

newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 A  The almighty and merciful Lord, grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. 

 C  Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 

 A  Still worshiping from our homes, but with our hearts knit together into one, let us pray for all 

who are in need, responding to each petition with the words, hear our prayer. 

A brief silence. 

 A  Build us up, mothering God, that like living stones we embody the strength that only you can 

give. Nurse all the baptized with the milk of your word. As you provided the early church 

with the apostle Matthias, fill now the churches’ needs for leaders to serve your holy people. 

A brief silence.  

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 A  Form us to be humble participants in your complex creation. We praise your power in 

evolving a magnificent earth, from flowering trees to tropical rainstorms, from mysterious 

black holes to our beloved pets. Lead us to respect your wondrous earth with both all that 

creates and all that destroys. 

A brief silence. 

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 
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 A  Assist the leaders of nations to find and follow your ways of justice. Guide their way through 

the challenges of pandemic, poverty, anxiety and economic uncertainty. Protect governors, 

legislators and public servants from sickness and burnout. Despite our own considerable 

needs, keep us mindful of the needs of others, especially refugees and prisoners, the hungry 

and the poor. 

A brief silence. 

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 A  Accompany those who are sick, sorrowful, or confused. Comfort them in suffering, ease 

their distress, and carry their burdens. We implore you to comfort those suffering from the 

coronavirus, and we pray for those we name here or in our hearts before you: Max, Susan, 

Gary, Rhonda Lee, Deanna, Pat, Rachel, Diane, Lee, Joshua, Sarah, Connie, Marsha, 

Robert, Joy, Mark, Jon, Tricia, Colleen, and Ken. Hear our silent prayers now… 

(Pause here for silent prayers). We also remember our Stephen Ministry care receivers and 

care givers, as well as those in need of Stephen Ministry care. Grant them peace and solace. 

A brief silence. 

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 A  Sustain those who mother infants and children. Uphold the parents, grandparents and all who 

now must school their children from home. Provide enough food and resources for families. 

Grant safe pregnancy and delivery to expectant parents, and minister to those who endure 

infertility and miscarriage. Bless the countless relatives, medical workers, and hospice 

volunteers who give to others mothering care. Embrace all for whom today’s cultural 

celebration of mothers is difficult, especially those who are remembering their mothers who 

are no longer living and who rest in your everlasting and loving arm of peace. 

A brief silence. 

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 A  Always, loving God, we are bold to add our own petitions: 

A longer period of silence. 

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

 A  We remember before you for all who have died in the faith, those like Stephen martyred for 

the faith, those struck down by the coronavirus, and those who have died due to other 

circumstances and their funerals and memorials are on hold. 

A brief silence. 
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 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

A  At the end, bring us all to you, who are our way, our truth, and our life. 

A brief silence. 

 A  O God, incline your ear to us 

 C  hear our prayer. 

Other intercessions may be offered here. 

 P  With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 

eternal care; through Christ our Lord. who taught us all to pray: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 C  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done, 

          on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory, 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

 P  The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 C  Amen. 

 P  The God of all grace bless us now and forever. 

 C  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: “All Are Welcome” (ELW 641) 
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Dismissal 

 P  Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us also the 

joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life 

eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C  Amen. 

 A  Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 C  Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
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permission of Augsburg Fortress, license #6309-L.  Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  From Sundays and Seasons.com. 
Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44906. 
Church Copyright License Size A, CCLI, copyright 2019    Annual license #11426744; streaming license #20427169. 


